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Thanksgiving 
"By Maude Dillard Fryer 


1 7E offer gtatitude and praise this day 
For what Thou hast withheld as well as given; 
In Thy wisdom Thou hast oft made difficult the way 
O*er which our feet have striven; 
. And when some cherished plan of ours has come to 
naught, 
Some boon we craved to feed our earthly pride, 
We've found that what instead Thy wisdom brought 
Was better than the gift Thy love denied. 


We thank Thee for the sorrows we have had to bear;: 
For disappointments that have often come our way; 
For when the clouds obscureg, we always found Thee 
near, 
With healing in Thy love and sympathy. 
So when we count the blessings from Thy bounteous 
hand, 
We would not only name those that with joy we see, 
But offer praise. for all that Thou hast planned, 
To hold Thy erring children close to Thee. 








Unstable as Water 


Steadiness is one characteristic of a Spirit-filled 
life. Without it a Christian accomplishes little. The 
patriarch Jacob, on his deathbed, called his sons about 
him and gave them glimpses of their future. To 
Reuben he said, “Unstable as water, thou shalt not 
excel”. (Gen. 49:4). Many a conscientious Christian 
sees in these words “his natural face in a glass” (Jas. 
1:23). Water is easily ruffled, it travels downhill, 
it.turns aside at the smallest obstacle. Nothing makes 
a lasting impression on it. The word “meander,” 
meaning to wind or turn in a course, to wander aim- 
lessly or listlessly, comes from the ancient name of 
-a_river in Asia Minor that was proverbial for its 
windings. The Ambléve, a river in Belgium, is some- 
times used in physical geography as an example of 
meandering, for at one point it makes a loop perhaps 
a quarter of a mile long, and then takes up its course 
again only a few rods from the point of departure. 
The sea is used as a type of restlessness in the follow- 
ing words: “But the wicked are like the troubled sea, 
when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt” (Isa. 57:20). But, though a Christian may feel 


that he is by nature like Reuben, there is encourage- 
ment in the New Testament. In 2. Thessalonians 3: 3 
is this. wonderful promise to all:.children of G 
“But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and 
keep you from evil.” “Stablish”‘is the old form of 
“establish,” and that means to make stable or firm, 
to fix firmly, or to settle.: So, however unstable we 
may be in ourselves, we may confidently look to our 
faithful. Lord and trust him to keep us steady to the 
end of our course. 
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Let Us Wait 


Hurrying does a great deal of harm. That “haste 
makes waste” is true indeed. It is human to hurry. 
It is divine to wait. But even human beings can have 
enough faith in God to wait patiently for him, — and 
that faith is never disappointed. The Keswick Cal- 
endar has quoted a letter from a Christian bishop to 
a friend: “We have received answer enough to our 
preceding prayers if we are: enabled to pray again. 
Don’t be in a hurry with God. If God had been in 
a hurry with you, where would you have been? He 
waited for you with all longsuffering for these thirty 
or forty years. Wait now for him.” The Scriptures 
on which this valuable commentary is made are these: 
“Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently. for him” (Psa. 
37:7). “It is good that a man-should both hope and 
quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord” (Lam. 
3:26). The preceding verse makes the following 
promise as a reason for this: “The Lord is good 
unto them that wait for him.” Shall we dare to trust 
him, today, by surrendering to him our hurry, our 
haste, our anxiety and worry, and show that we really 
trust this loving, omnipotent, faithful God by waiting 
for his will to be done? 


~— 


Philosophy 


_ Philosophy means the love of wisdom. But whose 
wisdom? Is philosophy ‘a good thing? The answer 
depends upon whose wisdom we love. God’s Word 
tells us that “wisdom is the principal thing; there- 
fore get wisdom” (Prov. 4:7). But this “principal 
thing” which is wisdom means God’s wisdom, not 
man’s. Of human wisdom God says: “I will de- 
stroy the wisdom of the wise ... hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world?” (1 Cor. 1: 19, 20.) 
And it is a sad fact that human wisdom is the foun- 
dation of human philosophy. The Professor of Philos- 


ve 


ophy in one of our really Christian colleges, himself 
a true Christian who rejoices in God’s revealed wis- 
dom, and who took his Ph.D (summa cum Jaude) at 
Harvard, some years ago was looking about for a 
place to take his graduate work and he interviewed 
the leading philosopher at another well-known uni- 
versity. When this faculty member learned what 
Christian beliefs the prospective student had, he re- 
marked emphatically: “If you intend to use your 
philosophy as a vehicle for your Christian beliefs, and 
expect tv saddle the one upon the other, I strongly 
advise you not to come here for your Ph.D., for you 
would stand a very poor chance of ever getting your 
degree.” This comment was typical of the attitude of 
most present-day students and teachers of philosophy. 
For human philosophy has always had as its goal the 
discovery of those ultimate truths about life and the 
universe which men could never discover, and which 
only God could reveal. God has révealed these truths 
in his inspired Word. Human philosophy rejects God’s 
Word and substitutes man’s futile wisdom. Of this 
God says that “the world !y wisdom knew not God” . 
(1 Cor. 1:21). Nor can it ever know God until it 
abandons its own and accepts God’s wisddin, which is 
“Christ crucified.” 


=< 
When Our Soul is “Dried Away” 


Complaining dries up the soul. The Israelites, 
freed from bondage, looked back to the land of their 
, servitude and longed for the food they had had there. 
They forgot the whiplash of the taskmaster and. the 
daily tale of bricks without straw, and remembered 
the Egyptian fish and vegetables. They cried out, 
“But now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at 
all, beside this manna, before our eyes” (Num. 11:6). 
Their soul was “dried away,” not because of the lack 
of proper nourishment, but because of a wrong attitude 
toward what they had. Since God had given them 
the manna, it was enough for their needs. The fact 
that it sustained the people during the forty years of 
wandering (Exod. 16:35) proves its value. But the 
Israelites turned their eyes away from the food God 
had given them because they had turned their eyes 
away from the who gave the food. Let us be- 
ware of the same sin. If our soul is “dried away,” 
surely the cause lies in our own heart, and it may often 
be found in a spirit.of complaint. The Lord Jesus is 
the “true bread from heaven,” and he said, “I am the 
bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hun- 
ger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” 


ye 


Intoxication versus Fullness of the Spirit 


characterized by the varied immorality and prof- 

ligacy of a licentious age. The custom in their 
Bacchanalian feasts of drinking to the obscene god 
Bacchus naturally tended to drunkenness, with its 
excesses in speech, song, and behavior. From an en- 
vironment so’ degraded and debasing the Ephesian 
Christians had, although still living perforce in the 
midst of it, been called out. 

The apostle commands them, not to be drunken as 
those about them, but now as worshipers of the true 
and holy God to be filled with the Spitit. “And be 
not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled 
with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). In so doing they would 
find the secret of true joy and satisfaction, vainly 
sought by. others in intoxicating wine. Their joy 
would find expression, not in ribald songs, in filthiness 
and foolish talking and jesting and immoral deport- 
ment, but in singing out of glad hearts to the Lord in 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, and in chaste and 
holy decorum in speech and conduct. 

These two commands given by the Holy Spirit are 
as mandatory. upon us as upon the saints in Ephesus. 
A brief contrasting of the two states is of interest. 
Drunkenness and fullness of the Spirit, although so 
totally dissimilar and mutually exclusive, under cer- 


Tes social life of Ephesus in Paul’s day was 


tain conditions present a superficial resemblance in 
some of their phenomena. A confusing of the mani- 
festation of the Holy Spirit with drunkenness is 
recorded of hostile observers at Pentecost. But any 
resemblance must be superficial, for the effects are 
due to precisely opposite causés. Alcoholic effects are 
due always to depression or paralysis of nerve centers 
in the brain, and not to stimulation; but. the Holy 
Spirit stimulates, animates the brain, and energizes 
the whole being, spirit, soul, and body. 
In the early stage of intoxication there is apt to be 
an unwonted readiness and flow of ideas and expres- 
sion, an air of confidence and self-reliance, apparent 
happiness and exhilaration. These are spurious, due 
to removal of the inhibiting or restiaining influences of 
the higher brain centers upon those of the middle 
brain. In thé upper brain, where is the conscious 
mind, the spirit of man, are located the higher intel- 
lectual centers, such as will, judgment, sense of pro- 
‘priety and decorum, moral sense, ethical and esthetic 
sense. These centers exercise control, an inhibiting 
influence upon centers in the middle brain, where is 
the sub-conscious or unconscious mind or soul of the 
man, where the passions and appetites and expressions 
of the baser self arise. Centers in the middle braip 
in turn, govern other centers in the lower brain ‘ 
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medulla, the “being” of the man, which have to do with 
bodily functions such as breathing, swaiowang, equi- 
librium and gait, and. heart action. 

Alcohol first paralyzes the higher centers, removing 
their restraining influence over the lower centers. The 
normal inhibitions or restraints thus being removed, 
the drunken man loses his judgment, becomes talkative, 
boastful, perhaps stubborn and quarrelsome, has an 
exaggerated. sense of strength and well-being, often is 
profane, untruthful, immoral; is restless, staggers, 
gradually loses the power of co-ordination, and finally 
falls helpless in a drunken stupor. , 

Now contrast some of the signs of drunkenness with 
those of the fullness of the Holy Spirit. — 

The former has a confused or paralyzed judgment; 
the latter, a sound mind and Christ’s wisdom (1 Cor. 
1:30; Psa. 25:12; 32:8). The first is ego-centric, 
self-controlled, indifferent to God’s glory and_ the 
claims. of others; the second is Christo-centric, lives 
for God, is Christ-controlied and therefore lives for 
others. : 

In the former there is animation, mental excitement, 
a spurious stimulation; in the latter animation. also, 
quietness and confidence forever (Isa. 32:17). Even 
though filled with zeal the Christian exhibits the peace 
of Christ as the fruit of the Spirit. In the first there 
is lack of natural reserve, unrestrained talkativeness ; 
in the second, speech although ready is restrained and 
judicious, Christ guards the lips; his tongue refrains 
from evil and his lips from speaking guile; his speech 
is with grace and good to edifying. 

In the former there is a deceptive feeling of in- 
creased strength and capability; in the latter, a feeling 
of helplessness in himself, and as he lays hold on 
Christ’s strength, he is strengthened with power 
through his Spirit in the inward man; when he is 
weak, then is he strong. 

The first is proud, boastful, frivolous, often silly and 
maudlin; the second, humble, meek and lowly in heart, 
having come to Christ (Matt. 11:29); the fruit of 
the Spirit is meekness; seeing nothing in himself, his 
soul makes her boast in Jehovah. 

In the former there is paralysis of moral sense, in- 
difference to sin, untruthfulness, loss of sense of pro- 
priety and decorum; he may be profane, sing ribald 
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or obscene songs, may be immoral in conduct. In the 
latter the moral perceptions are sensitive and enlarg- 
ing as regards sin; there is longing after holiness and 
the beauty of it. As he abides in Christ, Christ dwells 
and walks in him; he has sanctified Christ in his 
heart as Lord; he walks and sings in the light of the 
Lord’s countenance, making melody in his héart unto 


“God, in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. The 


drunkard may shout his lewd songs; but the Spirit- 
filled shouts for joy when he sings praises unto his 
Redeemer. F 

The first degrades and dishonors Christ, defiles his 
temple. The Spirit-filled man says, “Lord, beautify 
the place of thy sanctuary, and make the place of thy 
feet glorious.” The first is. selfish, indifferent to the 
rights and claims of others; the Spirit-filled takes 
thought for the things of others, bears with his Lord 
their burdens out: of a heart of fervent love to Him 
and to them. ¢ 

The gait or walk of the first is staggering, uncer- 
tain, careless, reckless; he lunges and falls helplessly ; 
the second walks circumspectly, looking unto Jesus. 
He walks with Christ, he walks through Christ, he 
walks in Christ; and his walking draws attention, not 
to himself, but to Christ. He evidences a true invig- 
oration of soul, buoyancy of spirit, a serene and happy 
demeanor. He needs not to seek happiness and sur- 
cease from care, the elixir of life in stupefying intoxi- 
cants, for he has found through the Spirit’s infilling that 
Christ’s love is better than wine, and his comforts 
delighting to the soul. 

The eye of the drunkard betrays excitement, unrest; 
may be feverish or dull or apathetic. That of the 
Spirit-filled man shows calmness, kindliness, self-pos- 
session, peace. 

Finally, there is about the former a repellant atmo- 
sphere; about the second an indefinable atmosphere of 
strength, holiness, deep peace, a fragrance of the King 
sitting at his table in the soul. There is the smell 
of Lebanon about the garments. 

For the one there is the downward walk to death; 
for the other, his path shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day, as he fills the day with zeal and devo- 
tion to his Lord and gives himself with love to others 
for Christ’s dear sake, 





Our Lord’s Coming and John’s Death 


In Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times of August 24 a 
New Jersey reader asks about Peter’s question to 
the Lord concerning John (John 21: 20-23). Do you not 
think that our Saviour referred to his appearance to 

ohn as recorded in the first chapter of Revelation, 


instead of to his second coming? He appeared to 
John on the Isle of Patmos as certainly as he appeared 
to Saul of Tarsus on the way to Damascus. Do 
you not think that is what he meant in his reply to 
Peter, “If I will that he tarry till I come, what is 
that to thee?’—An Indiana reader. 


It is recorded in John’s Gospel that the disciples 
understood that the Lord referred to his second com- 
ing when he said to Peter concerning John: “If I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 
follow thou me.” For John continues: ‘Then went 
this saying abroad among the brethren, that that dis- 
ciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He 
shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee?” They evidently knew what 
we know today through the inspired teaching of the 
Epistles of the New Testament, that believers who live 
until the Lord’s return will never experience physical 
death, but their bodies will be instantly and mir- 
aculously transformed into the likeness of the Lord’s 
resurrection body. “Behold, I show you a mystery; 
we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed 

* ,'.. the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed. For this corruptible must put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal must put on immortality” (1 
Cor. 15: 51-53). “For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming @f the Lord shall not prevent [pre- 
cede] them which are asleep. For the Lord himself 
Shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet .the Lord in the air: and 
oo .eee we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4: 15- 
17). 

The usual understanding of our Lord’s word to 
Peter concerning John, therefore, is that it referred 
to -Christ’s second coming to this earth,—that great 
event toward which all creation looks, when “the 
creature [creation] itself also shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God” (Rom. 8:21). This second 








coming of Christ is called “that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God and our Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ” (Tit. 2:13). 

But the Indiana reader’s suggestion is an interesting 
one, and would seem to be reasonable. The risen 
and glorified Lord did indeed “come” to John, and for 
John, while the aged apostle ‘was in the isle that is 
called Patmos.” John writes-that while he was there 
he had this great experience: “I was in the Spirit 
on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, 
as of a trumpet, saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the 
first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a 
book, and send it unto the seven churches which are 
in Asia. ... And I turned to see the voice that spake 
with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden can- 
dlesticks; and in the midst of the seven candle- 
sticks one like unto the Son of man. ... And 
when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And 
he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear 
not; I am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and, behold, 1 am alive for evermore, 
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death” (Rev. 
1: 10-13, 17, 18). Later in Revelation John tells of 


his being caught up to the very throne of Heaven: ~ 


“After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened 
in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as 
it were of a trumpet-talking with me; which said, Come 
up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be 
hereafter. And immediately I was in the spirit: and, 
behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the 
throne” (Rev. 4:1, 2).. The Lamb of God was there 
(Rev. 5: 5-12). 

In these experiences granted to John alone of the 
entire human race, before hi. death, the Lord Jesus 
Christ came to him and for him; and the suggestion 
that the Lord may have predicted this in his word to 
Peter may be in keeping with the Scriptures. 

Let us be careful, however, not to depart from the 
plain meaning of the Scriptures as to the second com- 
ing of Christ, which is foretold in both Old Testament 
and New, and which is the glorious consummation 
toward which Heaven and earth, angels and men, look 
forward eagerly as yet unfulfilled prophecy. It is a 
well-known principle, accepted by sound Bible students, 
that certain Scripture prophecies have both a sec- 
ondary and a primary meaning and fulfillment; if that 
principle applies here, then our Lord’s word concern- 
ing John, “till I come, received its secondary fulfill- 
ment in the giving of the Revelation, and awaits its 
primary fulfillment in “that blessed hope.” 
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Christabel Pankhurst 
on World Peace Plans 


hogs world is preparing for universal peace 
as never before since wars began. Stupen- 
dous events are being unfolded before the eyes 
of the church and the world. A Prime Min- 
ister of Great Britain visits a President of the 
United States while the whole world looks on 
and journalists and statesmen herald the dawn 
of world peace. 


Even the Sunday-school lesson which will 
be studied by millions throughout the English- 
speaking world November 10 is entitled “World 
Peace Through Mutual Understanding.” 


What does it all mean? Will disarmament, 
and parity in navies, and a peace pact signed 
by some sixty nations, really outlaw. war for- 
ever? Was a former United States ambassador 
right when he said, in mid-oeean aboard. the 
Berengaria which bore Mr. MacDonald to New 
York, that this voyage might “lead to disarma- 
ment of the world and the restoration of a 
golden age”? 

A woman has arisen like Deborah of old as 
a true prophetess in the church. Since the 
conclusion of “the war to end war” Christabel 
Pankhurst has been proclaiming the prophecies 
of God, taken straight from his infallible Word, 
to a church and a world that have been slow 
to beiieve and heed these prophecies. She is 
now writing a new series of articles for THE 
Sunpay ScHoo. Times on 


Current World Events Heralding 
Our Lord’s Promised Return 


In next week’s issue of the Times Miss 
Pankhurst discusses, fearlessly and Scripturally, 
the question “Who Can Speak Peace to the 
Nations?” 

She quotes authoritative words from British 
military leaders and statesmen in high places. 
Are they right, or wrong? 

She discusses the ‘various human panaceas 
intended to heal the world of the malady of 
way’: disarmament; international treaties; judi- 
cial settlements of disputes between nations. 

She makes plain the supernatural aspect of 
the problem of peace and war, too often ignored. 

Should Christians welcome efforts and activ- 
ities for world peace? Miss Pankhurst answers 
this question sanely and Scripturally. 

The leading editorial in next week’s issue of 
THE SuNnpDay ScHoo. Times will be entitled 


The Corner Stone of Peace 


and will discuss the same momentous subject 
in view of the recent celebration of the tenth 
birthday of the League of Nations by the laying 
of the corner stone of a magnificent “Palace 
of Peace” to rise on the shores of Lake Geneva. 

No Sunday-school teacher can afford to miss 
next week’s issue of the Times in preparation 


for teaching the International Sunday School 
Lesson of November 10. 


The second article in Miss Pankhurst’s new - 


series, to appear in an early issue, is entitled 
The Wailing Wall That Circles the Globe | 


She shows in the light of Scripture the mean- 
ing of the tragic news from Palestine in recent 
weeks that has startled the world. 

Why this attack of the Moslem upon the Jew? 


What does it mean to “the fig tree” and to 
the Church? 


Hagar’s son Ishmael is attacking Sarah’s son 
Isaac; both of them are sons of Abraham. Do 
you know the prophetic meaning of these 
events? 


Miss Pankhurst’s article will help you to 
understand them, 


If you have friends who need enlightenment 
or guidance in their ‘study of Bible prophecy, 
you can send as many Ten Weeks Get Ac- 
quainted subscriptions to the Times, for 25 
cents each, as you wish; if you mention Miss 
Pankhurst’s series. the’ subscription will start 
with her first article and include several of her 
series, and many other valuable articles yet to be 
announced, to appear in THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times between now and the end of December. 
A Get Acquainted subscription for those who 
are not now taking the Trmes*‘secures it every 
week from the last issue of October to the end 
of the year. Address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North’ 13th Street, Philadelphia. 
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A Shot or Two from the Atheist 


But he does not realize that apparent defects in the Bible 
may be used to prove its infallibility 


By a “Christian Lawyer” 


Enemy 














Times of my articles “Meeting Rationalists on 
Their Own Ground,”. I have received more than 
one heart-warming hail from fellow pilgrims whose 
converging paths lie over the hills out ot sight of my 
own particular road to the Celestial City, and also, 


S te the publication in THE Sunpay ScHooL 


more encouraging still, a shot or two from the atheist - 


enemy. A Christian cannot afford to spend much time 
with the ignorant and insincere and hate-crazed mate- 
riai the atheist corporation in New York is putting 
oui, and the Christian apologist is not called upon by 
the rules of orderly legal procedure to rebut the charges 
against the Bible until its enemies have answered the 
“case in chief” for, it. But as evidence that every 
argument against the "ible that ever has or ever 
can be made can be answered, it may be worth while 
to consider a few samples of the best, up-to-the-minute 
arguments the mighty and truth-loving intellects of the 
intidels of “modern mind” can concoct and can find 
after combing all the infidel works of the last two 
thousand years —for there is “nothing new under the 
sun’ even in atheistic literature, as one knows who 
is familiar with the works of.Celsus and Porphyry, 
Voi.aire, Ingersoll, Paine, and the men of today. 

A circular sent me anonymously bears a name and 
is by an author whom I will not advertise by mention- 
ing, and starts in with this leading paragraph: 


To a candid world we submit this document. If it 
is true, the Church ought to go out of business. If the 
clergy can disprove it, we shaii cease attacking the Bible. 

This folder indicts the Bible as inauthentic, incredible, 
and immoral, supporting each charge with evidence. Re- 
fute it, Christians; if you can, or confess that your re- 
ligion is false. Clergymen, Sunday-school teachers, Bible 
Societies and Institutes, Gideons, Daughters of the Amer- 
ican Revolution, and Federated Clubwomen, can you 
answer — : 

Is the evidence true? Look up the references, Read 
with an open mind. Decide for yourself. , 


To which last we say Amen. 
The first paragraph of this folder reads: 


StartLinc Facts. The Bible is one of twenty-seven 
books for which divine origin is claimed. Christians deny 
the divinity of all bibles but their own. We deny the 
divinity of only one more than they do. 


Exactly so. If the Bible were not the only divine reve- 
lation it would not be a divine revelation at all, for 
then its claim to be the only true revelation would be 
false, and ~‘falsus in uno falsus in omnibus.” The argu- 
ment is an echo of that of Volney’s “Ruins of Em- 
pires,” that, since many other books beside the Bible 
claim to be divine, therefore none is divine. Does 
our aiheist friend desire to commit himself to such 
reasoning? Let’s see how it works. 

A jeweler has for gale twenty rhinestones, and one 
real diamond of great value. Can his customer assert 
that, since there are such things as imitation diamonds, 
therefore there is no such thing as a real diamond? 

Twenty men claim to be the rightful heirs to an 
estate. The equity judge does not bother to hear 
evidence, but readily decides and dismisses the case 
on the principle that, since all twenty cannot be the 
rightful heir, therefore none is. Surely our atheist 
is an astute logician, a veritable “Daniel come to 
judgment.” 


Assyrian Tablets Confirming Scripture 


Is not nearly everything of real value counterfeited, 
and does not the fact of imitation itself prove that 
there is a reality? 

Almost the last paragraph of a section entitled “THE 
PENTATEUCH” is as follows: 


Bible scholars have declared against the Mosaic author- 
ship. George Smith of the British Museum unearthed 
Assyrian terra-cotta tablets older than the books of Moses, 
which give accounts of the Creation, the Temptation, the 
Tower of Babel, and the Flood virtually identical with 
the Genesis accounts. The Babylenian first man was 
named Adami. Adam and Eve are not referred to again 
in the Old Testament. Pp 

The Higher Critics [observe, all men of this persuasion, 
who claim you as allies and helpers] have won. Their 
victory makes the Fall: of Man a fiction and the Atone- 
ment an absurdity. The descendants of apes need no 
savior. 


I will let the “Christian evolutionist” wrestle with 
the logic of that last sentence; my concern is with 
that of the first. 4 

Since the Christian belief is that Genesis is a 
divinely accurate, terse, and vivid record, free from 
all the absurdities and follies of other writings, of a 
true tradition in regard to things of common belief 
and knowledge among the earliest generations, the 
iact that the Assyrian tablets confirm the “Bible nar- 





The “Christian Lawyer,” whose articles in the 
Times last spring: brought such unusual blessing 
to many, says he has been encouraged by receiv- 
ing “a shot or two from the atheist enemy.” He 
lets the atheist speak for himself as an attorney 
for the prosecution, and then he answers with 
lawyerlike directness for the defense. You, the 
reader, are sitting in the jury box listening to both 
sides. What is your verdict? The trial of the 
case will be continued in a later issue of the Times. 








rative would seem to be a strange thing to bring 
against. it. Suppose these tablets had contradicted or 
ignored these happenings of cosmic importance, would 
not this exact reverse of the fact now cited against 
the Bible have been brought with even more force 
against it by the atheist? Some one coined the phrase, 
“Logic with a swivel in it.” -Here is a good illus- 
tration of its working. If the records do not men- 
tion the things set forch in Genesis, the Genesis story 
is unconfirmed fiction; if they contradict them, the 
result is the same, only more so; while if they con- 
firm them the result is, obviously, even more fatal to 
faith in the Bible! 

Skipping along almost at random, we read: 

Isa. 7:14. “Virgin” should read “young woman.” 
The tense has also been changed. A manufactured proph- 
ecy. ‘ 

From the time of Luther who wagered ten pounds, 
which he stated was that much more than he owned 
in the world, that no instance could be cited in which 
“almah” meant anything but a virgin, to Professor 
Robert Dick Wilson, whose research shows that Luther 
made a safe bet (some hasty Modernists, with too 
much imagination and too little patience to. indulge in 
much research, to the contrary notwithstanding), well 
informed Hebrew students have known that the ex- 
planation of this allegation is that it isn’t so. 

Just preceding this is the statement: 

The Bible begins with a “forgery. 
God” should read “In th 
Hebrew Elohim is pluralk, 


“In the beginning 
e beginning the gods.” The 


No Trinitarian Christian complains because the very 
first name of God in the monotheistic Old Testament 
is one indicating collective, not solitary, unity, so that 
room. is made for the subsequently tlearly taught doc- 
trine that our God is a triune God, three Persons in 
one God. One incidental effect of this revelation is that 
the “First Cause,” the “Unconditioned,” the “Abso- 
lute,” if I recall aright some favorite philosophical 
terms, is a “Tri-unity” and is revealed in a form not 
open to the argument advanced by Herbert Spencer 





Have You Wished the Christian Lawyer's 
Articles Could Be Published as a Book ? 








Many who read the series by this writer last 
spring in THE SuNDAY ScHOoL TiMEs, “Meet- 
ing Rationalists on Their Own Ground,” have 
written asking that the articles be brought to- 
gether in a permanent form as.a volume. They 
will welcome the announcement that this is now 
being done. Harper and Brothers, New York, 
who publish Dr. Howard A. Kelly’s notable 
work, “A Scientific Man and the Bible,” will 
publish the new volume under the title, “A Law- 
yer and the Bible.” They hope to have the book 
ready before Christmas; the chapter. titles are 
as follows: 


FACING THE EvipENCE 
THE STRENGTH OF THE EVIDENCE 
A Puysictan’s Data FROM DEATH-BEDS 
My Personas. CONVERSION 
DIFFICULTIES IN THE BIBLE 
THE PERSONALITY AND Love or Gop 
MeN WuHo WERE CONVINCED 
Mark Hopkins’ CHALLENGE 
A Master or LEGAL EvipENcE 
THREE Proors THAT THE Bree Is-TRUE 
A Great Lawyer’s DEeatH 











that God could not from all eternity be the same and a 
God of love, because love can only exist where there 
is an object. I am not a Hebraist, but my recollection 
is that Moses Maimonides, several centuries after 
Christ, was so troubled by the support which the He- 
brew word “Echad,” meaning collective unity — like 
a bunch of grapes, — gave to Trinitarians, that he had 
altered in many copies of the Jewish Scriptures this 
word to “Yachid,’ meaning single unity. All Chris- 
tians cite the fact mentioned by the atheist author as 
one supporting their faith, and not opposing it. 
Again: 


Believe it or not. God instructs Moses-how to make 
a perfume, with death for imitators. Exodus 30: 34-38. 


When we turn to Exodus 30: 34-38 and precetling 
verses we find that God directed the compounding of 
an ointment or perfume for the strictly religious use 
of anointing the priests in his worship, and that it is 
provided, “Whosoever compoundeth any like it, or 
whosoever puttéth any of it upon a stranger, shall 
even be cut off from his people’ —or excluded from 
their national, life and worship until he repented. 
Would not, the august and holy God of the universe 
have a reasonable right*to provide for the exclisive 
use of certain things in his worship, especially when 
the object is so obvious, of teaching his idolatrous peo- 
ple, surrounded by nations with unclean gods wor- 
shiped in unholy and unclean ways, that their God was 
one of awful holiness? 

Again: 


_ \Bible Science. (Stratons, Rileys, and all Fundamental- 
ists please note.) ‘ 

Heaven is a solid roof supporting reservoirs of water. 
Gen. 1:8. “The windows of heaven were opened.” Gen. 
208s 


The first verse cited, together with the preceding 
and following ones, read: 


And God made the firmament, and divided the waters 
which were under the firmament from the waters which 
were above the firmgment: and it was so. And God called 
the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning 
were the second day. And God said, Let the waters 
under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and 
let the dry land appear: and it was so. 


What Is Meant by the “Windows of Heaven’’? 


_ I have read how many billions of tons of water are 
in suspension in the earth’s atmosphere, in the “heaven 
of the clouds,” and how absolutely essential this water 
vapor is to preserve the relatively equable temper- 
ature of the earth, how quickly everything would burn 
up in the daytime without it and freeze solid at night 
if it were lacking; and it has always seemed to me 
a marvelous evidence of divine knowledge that so many 
centuries before physicists discovered these things, 
the “absurd idea,” as it must have appeared for millen- 
niums in the past, is so clearly set forth in the Bible 
that, in addition to the waters stored away in the 
“deeps” and ocean beds, there is another ocean sus- 
pended above the earth. . 

But further to bring scorn on this “absurd” scientific 
verity we are referred to Genesis 7:11, from which 
we are invited to assure ourselves that the Bible un- 
doubiedly represents heaven as a solid roof, because 
it is written: “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s 
life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the 
month, the same day were all the fountains of the 
great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven 
were opened. And the rain was upon the earth forty 
days and forty nights” (vs. 11, 12). 

If the writer who calls attention to this matter were 
a little better acquainted with the proofs presented 
by great geolosists in support of the universal tradi-. 
tion, among all peoples, of. the Deluge, and that this 
swamping ofthe earth with water was caused by a 
breaking up or dislocation of the land and ocean levels 
combined with the precipitation upon the globe of some 
of the billions of tons of water in suspension above it, 
he would marvel at the combined vivid metaphor and 
scientific accuracy to be found in those statements. 
In no book but the Bible would such apt and obvious 
imagery as the “windows of heaven” cause any com- 
ment but that. of. admiration. 

The temptation is to comment on everything pre- 
sented by the atheists, because an argument for the 
Bible may be framed out of néarly every one of them; 
but this would be unprofitable. The foolish argument 
based on the fact that tle English translators thought 
the. hate was the animal indicated by the Hebrew 
word arnebeth, which arnebeth is referred to as chew- 
ing the cud, suggests that of Voltaire, who contended 
that Solomon could not have written the Proverbs 
attributed to him because he warns against the wine 
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that giveth its color aright in the glass, which Vol- 
taire asserts, contrary to much evidence, was not in 
existence in Solomon’s time, but whose contention 
evaporates when the fact is brought forth that the 
Hebrew word freely translated “the glass” in the 
French version he used means merely a drinking cup. 
Voltaire, as possibly even the atheists know, predicted. 
that arguments like his would make the Bible an 
obsolete curiosity in a few years, and it is in Voltaire’s 
very house in which this boast was made that a Bible 
Society prints and distributes millions of copies of 
the book he attacked. Why do not the atheists heed 
the lesson of history, and the sage and homely advice 
of Benjamin Franklin to Tom Paine when he proposed 
to publish his “Age of Reason,” that he refrain be- 
cause “He that spitteth against the wind spitteth in 
his own face’? 
Our atheist author continues: 


Most true prophecies were written after the event. The 
Bible ends with an unfulfilled prophecy. 


If only a few of the “true prophecies” of the Bible 
were written before the event, the atheist has a prob- 
lem to solve which will unseat his reason if he reject 
the Christian’s solution. As to his other. contention, 
every prophecy is unfulfilled when <5 delivered or 
it would be history, not prophecy. he longer be- 
tween the prediction and the fulfillment, the. more 
marvelous the phenomenon when it is fulfilled. That 
of the destruction of Jerusalem was unfulfilled for 
sixty years or more, but it was terribly fulfilled then. 
That of the coming Redeemer was unfulfilled for 
millenniums, but he was born at the exact place and 
died in the exact manner. and in the exact month of 
the exact year prophesied centuries in advance, as 
every intelligent man knows ‘or may know. That the 
wicked shall be turned into hell is still unfulfilled as 
to tliose now living, or they would not have the chance 
they now have to repent and flee from the wrath 
to come in God’s time, — and the earth is full of sig 
that that time is not long. 

Again our author argues: 


As a moral code the Commandments are defective. The 
first four have no moral value. The first three deal with 
relations to God, not man, etc. 


This begs the question. If there were no God, of 

course commandments. which have to do with man’s 
relation to a nonentity would be ‘useless; but since 
there is one, the dealings of man with his fellow are 
of small importance compared with his relationship 
to his Creator, Lord, Judge, and Saviour. 
_ Of course the atheist circular makes the usual stric- 
tures upon the acts of immoralify recorded in the 
Bible. Suppose the Bible did not truly set down the sins 
of the patriarchs, how quickly the infidel would mock 
at its lack of truthfulness and its ‘“whitewashing” of 
God’s servants and chosen people. But since it does 
truly narrate the sins which sinful men committed 
against their holy God, shows how badly humanity 
needed the divine One who was coming to “save his 
people from their sins,” and establishes the necessity 
for the atonement recorded in the New Testament and 
for the hope held out of a glorious final consummation 
when the world will be purged of its sin and filled 
with joy and singing for all eternity, the Bible’s faith- 
ful record brings the same result of objection from 
the atheist. God forgives those who repent and seek 
his pardon, and his mercy is scorned and contemned 
by the atheist; finally he condemns and executes right- 
eous judgment, and his justice is equally objection- 
able. 

The patriarchs did sin, “even as you and I,” and it 
is obvious that if God was to reveal himself or deal 
with mankind at all he would have to use men as they 
were. Full of shortcomings as Abraham and David and 
Noah were, there is little room for doubt that they 
were far and away the best men and the best material 
for God’s use then available—and proper humility 
may suggest the further addition, or available even 
now. If sins on their part, even though forsaken and 
deeply repented of, made them wholly unavailable 
for God’s use as instruments or illustrations of both 
his righteousness and his mercy, then for the same 
reason every man of every generation including the 
present would be unavailable for God’s use, and a 
revelation from God to man would be impossible either 
by word or deed. 

And it is obvioys how much more illuminating and 
helpful to all su cteding generations is the very irreg- 
ularity of the lives of the patriarchs, as both their in- 
tegrity and their iniquity called for the exercise of the 
many and varying qualities of our perfect deity —his 
judgment, his mercy, his punishment, his blessing, his 
severity, and his loving-kindness and tender mercy all 
being called forth and exercised by the varying quali- 
ties and acts of those who were fortunate enough to 
be the objects of both his chastening and his comfort- 
ing. David did sin unspeakably, and the Lord’s prophet 
told him that he had given great occasion to the ene- 
mies of the Lord to blaspheme. But what comfort 
there is to us poor sinners of today as we read that 
when, in response to the moving presentation of his 
guilt by the prophet Nathan, David immediately hum- 
bled himself before his God and his prophet and con- 
fessed “I have sinned,” the assurance from God came 
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back to David almost on the echo of his confession, 
“The Lord also hath put away thy sin’! Simon 
Peter did play the poltroon and coward in denying 
the Lord he loved; but what assurance there is to us 
of today, whd with so ‘much less provocation deny 
him by our worldly lives and traitorous dallying with 
his enemy, that the risen Lord sent to Peter the only 
personal and individual invitation to meet him in Gal- 
ilee. 

God maketh the wrath of man to praise him, and 
if it were not for such things as this in the Word, 
many of us poor sinners today would not dare to 
entertain the assured hope we have of pardon and 
everlasting life for ourselves. Surely a God who is 
both infinitely merciful and righteously just is exactly 
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the kind of god even an atheist should long for. And 
the God of the Bible manifests himself as such a 
deity, even though to do so makes it necessary for 
him to suffer the penalty of his broken law in his 
own person and Son. Surely every man who learns 
that, at the heart of the universe and the constellations 
and the spiral nebulz, and sustaining all things by the 
word of his power is, not a blind force, but such a God 
as that, should find his heart-joining in the great 
chorus of thanksgiving: “Alleluia; Salvation, and 
glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord.our God: 
for true and righteous are his judgments. ... Allelulia: 
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. . . . Let us be 
glad and rejoice, and give honour to him.” 
(To be continued) 
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A Testament that led a coal miner to 
give up whisky 








Soul-Winning 


By George T. B. Davis 








There are certain disturbing and very convincing impressions that come to one who reads Mr. Davis’ testimony. 


One of these 


impressions is that what George Davis is doing all the time, in season and out of season, every true 
Christian ought to be doing all the time, in season and out of season. 


Furthermore, the sort of Christian service 


described by Mr. Davis is so simple, so easy, so practicable, that it is really difficult to find adequate reasons for 


not entering into it. 


And finally, this narrative of actual experience, covering many years of service, shows that 


anyone whe dates to enter upon this work, taking God at his word, will find that there is a supernatural power in 
the work and in the Word. The human side of the work is s0 simple, so ordinary, so entirely within the reach 


of every one that the divine side, when the miracles begin to happen, fairly takes one’s breath away. 


Readers 


of the Times will be glad to know that this article and a similar one to appear in a later issue, together with several 
others, are appearing in book form, under: the title *‘ Adventures in Soul-Winning.’’ (The Million Testaments 
Campaign, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia, 25 cents each, $1.50 for ten copies, postpaid.) 


air meeting near Independence Square, Phila- 

delphia. At the close of the meeting a man 
came up to me and asked if I remembered him. I 
told him that I was sorry but I did not recall our 
meeting. 

Then he told me how we had crossed the ocean on 
the same steamer twelve years before, how I had given 
him ‘a little New Testament, and of the marvelous 
blessing it had brought to his soul. Later he told me 
the story in detail, saying in substance: 

“I am‘a coal mimer. I was born in Great Britain, 
but came over to work in the coal_mines of Pennsyl- 
vania. I had returned to England to see my mother 
and was going back to America on the steamer Baltic. 

“Mr.. Charles M. Alexander and his party were on 
the steamer, and one night it was announced that he 
would hold a song service in the third-class dining 
saloon. I shall never forget Mr. Alexander standing 
on one of the dining tables, his head almost touching 
the ceiling, as he led us in singing the ‘Glory’ song. 
After the song service had gone on for a time, and 
one or two had spoken briefly, Mr. Alexander said, ‘I 
have a friend here that I want to talk to you, and 
he is going to tell you about some little books.’ You 
then gave a talk and said that a little Testament would 
be given to every one present who would agree to 
read and carry it. I thought I could not agree to 
those -conditions, for I was a coal miner and would 
get it all dirty. Let me also say that when I saw the 
pile of Testaments and heard that they were to 
be given away free of charge, I thought, ‘Oh, what 
a waste of somebody’s good money,’ 

“At the close of your talk I went up on deck and 
met a sailor and he had received one of the little Tes- 
taments. Something said to me —it was without doubt 
the voice of the Holy Spirit—‘Why don’t you go 
down there and have a talk with that fellow?’ So I 
went down to the dining saloon and found that the 
first lot of Testaments had disappeared and you had 
had to send for a second lot. 

“I sat down beside you and began to tell you that 
I was a coal miner and could not agree to read and 
carry it, for I would get it all soiled very soon. You 
told me to sign up and to write to you for another 
when the first was spoiled. So I signed my name and 
took the little book and went back to my coal mining, 

“I read the little book day by day and carried it 
with me. I would go into a saloon and have a drink 
and there was the little book in my pocket. After a 
time it occurred to me that whisky and the little book 
did not mix very well and one or the other would 
have to go. So I put the little book in a desk and 
kept on with the whisky. But every time I opened 
the desk and saw that little book it was like a man 
hitting me a blow in the face. 

“One morning, after e‘even months, I went home 
and said, ‘Never again will I touch the cursed stuff 
as long as I live.’ I went to the desk and got- out the 
little book and put it in my pocket. Before this I had 
tried again and again to give up the drink but never 
could succeed. 

“That day some one said to me, ‘Why don’t you go 
down to see the minister? ‘He will help you.’ 

“I went to see the minister, and he said, ‘If you will 
pray and believe, God will give you the victory’ EL 
did pray, and I did believe, and I got the victory, and 


(): ONE occasion I was speaking at an open- 





I have never touched or wanted a drink from that day 
till this.” 

Continuing his narrative, my friend said, “During 
the past eleven years I have read the New Testament 
through eighty-two times, and the Old Testament 
through seven times. I have given away or sold 
more than two hundred. Testaments, in various lan- 
guages, to the other coal miners. I began family 
worship in our home and we have continued it ever 
since.” Then he made this striking statement, which 
thrilled my soul: “For eleven years I have never 
missed a day in praying for you. 1 didn’t know where 
you were, but the Lord knew.” - 

Wasn't it worth while to give away a few Testa- 
ments during a steamer journey? 

But that wasn’t the end of his story. Continuing, 
he said, “After a number of years I moved.down to 
Philadelphia. One day I was talking with a lady 
who was my next-door. neighbor. I showed her my 
little Testament, it was the second you had sent. me, 
and told her how I had received the first one as I came 
from England to America on the steamer Baltic. 

“To my astonishment the lady ‘replied, ‘Well, you 
haven't got anything on me. I, too, came over on the 
Baltic on that trip, and I also received one of the 
little Testaments.’ ” 

The lady told him how she had come over on the 
steamer with five children, the youngest a babe in 
arms, to join her husband who was already in Amer- 
ica. On hearing. of this second Testament received 
during the same -voyage, I determined to go and see 
the lady and find out at first-hand any blessing that 
had resulted from the Testament she had received. I 
wish you could have seen the look of joy on the 
woman’s face when she opened the door and saw the 
man who had given her the little book twelve years 
before. She sent one of the children to get the little 
book. I wish you could have seen it. Some pages 
were gone at the front, some pages were gone at the 
back, and the covers were wrapped around it. The 
mother declared that it had been in practically con- 
staht use by one or another of the children throughout 
the twelve years. She also stated that all the chil- 
dren, except the youngest, were members of the church! 
That little Testament had been a lamp unto their 
feet and a light unto their path as they grew to man- 
hood and womanhood amid the perils and pitfalls of 
a great city. 

It doubles the joy of journeying to give away God’s 
Word en route. It is an especial delight to give God’s 
Word to railroad men, for they are generally travel- 
ing on the Lord’s.Day and are not able to attend 
church services as regularly as others. As a rule 
they are quite willing to agree to read God’s Word 
day by day and-to carry it with them on their jour- 
neys. , 

Several years ago I was making a journey from 
New York to Vancouver, and thought it would be 
interesting to see how many railroad men only might 
be enlisted to read and carry God’s Word during the 
trip across the continent. The experiences en route 
were most. interesting and exhilarating. I tackled 
conductors and brakemen and baggage men and porters 
and dining car waiters and all kinds of railroad em- 
pioyees. As a rule the/men were delighted to receive 
a little book, and gladly signed their names to read it. 
There were also glorious opportunities for personal 
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work and straight-out appeals for decision for Christ 
when the book was received. 

I had a splendid time from New York to Chicago, 
and then from Chicago to Vancouver. As we neared 
the Great Divide of the Rocky Mountains on one of 
the great transcontinental lines, the train stopped for 
a few moments before it began the last long climb over 
the ridge. I ran forward to the engine and hastily 
showed two of the little illustrated Testaments to the 
engineer and fireman, and told them that I would 
gladly give them the books: if they would agree to read 
and carry them. 

They at once assented and were as pleased as two 
boys over the gift of the neat little Testaments. After 
they had signed their names, they said, “Now you 
have done something for us, we want to do something 
for you. Come on up here and we will give you a 
ride in the cab of the engine over the Great Divide. 
You may be sure I was not long in accepting their 
invitation. I clambered up to the fireman’s seat and, 
as we puffed our way over the watershed that divides 
the Atlantic from the Pacific, they kindly showed me 
the points of interest along the way. 

When we reached Vancouver, a total of one hun- 
dred and seven railroad men had been enrolled to 
read the Word of God day by day, while several had 
declared their acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

At Vancouver our party embarked on the steamer 
Makura for Sydney, Australia. During the voyage 
somewhat over one hundred of the passengers and 
crew received Testaments and agreed to read them 
daily. Three years later I was traveling on a small 
steamer od the coast of Queensland, Australia. I 
approached a sailor and was about to offer him a 
little Testament, when he said, “Oh, you gave me one 
three years ago. At that time I was a sailor on the 
Makura.” Then he told me of his, experience with 
the little book. He said, “As a matter of fact I took 
the little Testament simply for the sake of getting 
a nice little book. After I received it, however, I 
thought, ‘Well, I have promised, so I suppose I had 
better read a bit of it’ I lay back in my bunk and 
began to read. As I did so ome verse after another 
seemed to be written especially for me. The first 
thing I did was to give up swearing, and within three 
months I had accepted Christ as my Saviour, and 
have been endeavoring to serve him ever since.” 

Possibly not a few who read these lines may be 
saying to themselves, “Oh, if I could only travel up 
and down the world, I would love to give away God’s 
Word to seek to win souls to Christ, but in my own 
little corner I have no opportunity for such work.” 
Let me give an illustration of one who probably had 
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less opportunity for soul-winning work than almost any- 
one who reads these lines, and yet who did marvelous 
things for the Masier through the Word. 

In the city of Melbourne, Australia, lives one of 
the most remarkable invalids of that great common- 
wealth. She is Miss H. R. Higgins and is known as 
“The Sunshiné Invalid.” She had a ‘dread disease 
and had to have one arm amputated, and then the 
other. Then she had to have one limb taken off, 
and then, to crown her afflictions, she lost her voice. 
There she lay on her couch day after day, suffering 
practically all the time, but happy in the Lord. 

One day my mother and I were calling on her, and 
we told her something about the joy of giving God’s 
Word to people, to build up Christians in the faith 
and to lead the unsaved into the light of the Gospel. 
Miss Higgins was greatly interested and began to 
talk. You say, “How could she talk when she had 
no voice?” She had the most unique method of talk- 
ing that I have ever seen. She had a dream or vision 
in which it was shown to her how a carpenter could 
make a wooden and iron extension to be fastened on 
the stump of her right arm, and in which a pointer 
or pen could be fastened so that she could point or 
write with ease and rapidity. On a swinging shelf 
in front of her she had the letters of the alphabet 
under a piece of glass, something like typewriter keys, 
only much larger. Then with the pointer she would 
point from: one letter to another, and would talk with 
her visitors. She pointed so rapidly that it kept one’s 
wits moving to follow her. 

Pointing to the letters of the alphabet she began 
to say to.us, “I b-e-l-i-e-v-e t-h-a-t i-s s-o-m-e- 
t-h-i-n-g I c-a-n d-o f-o-r J-e-s-u-s.” 

When visitors would come‘to see her, she would 
show them the little books and speak to them by 
pointing to the letters of the alphabet, and tell them 
that she would give them a copy if they would agree 
to read and carry it. Two years later I received a 
beautiful letter from Miss Higgins, stating that one 
hundred and twenty-seven had agreed to read and 
carry the little books. And*probably this heroic in- 
valid™had the joy of leading more than one of them 
to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. If 
a person with no arms, one limb, no voice, and suffer- 
ing pain much of the time, could accomplish such 
blessed and glorious results in the distribution of the 
Word of God, surely each one who reads these lines, 
no matter what his or her sphere may be, can have 
a gracious ministry of passing on the Word to others 
that they, too, may share its marvelous blessing and 
inspiration. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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The testimony of a Belgian Christian 











the Wine Business 
By Edith F. Norton 




















A three years’ apprenticeship, begun at the age of sixteen, in the making of spirituous liquors was this man’s prep- 
aration for a life work. He mastered the trade and then the product mastered him. But he’s free from its 
slavery today, and it came about through the ministry of the ian Gospel Mission. Testimonies similar to this 
man’s are often heard by the workers in the many posts of the Mission. The work is supported by voluntary gifts, 
and contributions may be sent to Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


of the Belgian Gospel Mission. “In the past we 

have sometimes called it the ‘Norton Mission,’ 
sometimes the ‘Dollar Mission,’ but now in all honesty 
we are compelled to give it a new name and to call it 
‘The Miracle Mission’ !” 

What a tribute to a work that is not of man, but 
only of God. The’marvelous progress of this work in 
ten short years, now with its forty-three preaching 
posts penetrating all the Provinces of Belgium, is a 
miraculous manifestation of the sovereign working 
of God. It was God’s hour for this land; prepared 
by the incomparable agony of those frightful war 
years, Belgium is today blossoming into a veritable 
renaissance of spiritual interest. We recall that God 
did a similar thing at the time of the Protestant 
Reformation. His hour struck, and the Ref- 
ormation sprang into being. Not, as is commonly sup- 
posed, alone in Germany, but independently in Swit- 
zerland and in France men began to “search the 
scriptures,” were convicted of their error, and began 
to publish abroad the purity of the Bible doctrines that 
had for so long been buried and all but forgotten under 
centuries of* ever increasing superstition and false 
dogma. While Luther was the commanding figure of 
the Reformation and its greatest leader, yet, before his 
day, Lefevre and his greater pupil, William Farel, 
were preaching in France those mighty truths from 
which the Reformation was to issue, and thirsty 
hearts were drinking in these truths eagerly. As 
D’Aubigné truly says, “The work commenced at the 
same time in different countries, without any communi- 
cation one with the other; as in a battle all the divi- 
sions begin to move at the same moment, although one 
has not told the other to march, but because one and 


A LEADER of a society in Belgium was speaking 





the same command, issuing from a higher power, has 
been heard by all.” 

In Belgium, we see in individual lives also illus- 
trations of this wondrous working of sovereign grace. 
Who could read the following story without being 
moved to'the acknowledgment of this tremendous fact ? 
Let us listen to the story of. this man, Mr. K., so 
wondrously redeemed, and give glory to God. 

“I had my schooling up to’the age of sixteen years in 

a Catholic boarding school, then returned to my parents’ 
home. They had determined that I should learn the 
preparation of spirituous liquors and accordingly I was 
apprenticed for three years to a master of this trade. 
See how from my youth I was plunged into a milieu 
that could not but facilitate my descent into ‘vice. At 
nineteen years of age I was thoroughly acquainted 
with my trade and sad to relate I had become already 
an absolute slave to strong drink. That I might have 
greater liberty I left the paternal roof and went into 
single lodgings. Here the last restraints were re- 
moved from my path and I rapidly descended the lad- 
der of iniquity. 
_ “For the next ten years, until I was twenty-nine, I 
lived in complete indifference as to all that was good, 
and so low had I fallen that I was a pariah, a hope- 
less outcast. At this time I formed the purpose to 
marry, and strange as it may seem, I determined to 
have a good woman for my wife, not desiring a wife 
like the women that up to that time had been my 
companions. With my bad reputation, it was not easy 
for me to find.the right sort, but I bless God that at 
last he led me to the one who is now my wife. 

“The day of my marriage I said to her —‘You 
have suffered enough already from your parents be- 
cause of your determination to marry me, and I swear 
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that you shall suffer no more on my account. I 
purpose to break altogether with my bad habits and 
life of debauchery in which I have lived up to the 
present.’ At that time we were living in. Brussels, 
and having a position offered me as superintendent 
of a wine house in the town of Enghien I decided to 
go there, as I thought it would be easier to break 
with my evil habits in a smaller place. However, 
despite my excellent resolutions, at Enghien I plunged 
deeper than ever into sin, and at last lost my last 
vestige of self-respect, and could think only of suicide 
as the solution of my woes. 

“One day as I passed down a street of the town, 
I saw lying in the gutter a booklet that some passer-by 
had thrown there. I reached down and picked it up 
and read its title, ‘How an Assassin Escaped Punish- 
ment.’ It was the story of Barabbas, escaping the 
execution that was his due, while Christ took his 
place on the cross. I was. deeply interested in its 
perusal and noticed that at the end of the tract it 
said that anyone desiring to have further information 
along the line of this tract could address himself to 
the Belgian Gospel Mission, and the address in Brus- 
sels followed. 

“*Tiens, I said to my wife, ‘I am going to write 
to this Mission.’ Soon I had a reply accompanied by 
a little New Testament. This I read but 1 was yet 
biind, and could make nothing of it. I sdid to myself, 
‘I don’t see anything remarkable about this little 
book, but I will go once to one of their meetings.’ 

“The first time I attended I was much touched, 
but returning to my evil entourage, the impression soon 
faded from my mind. Again I went to the meeting, 
but this time I was so drunk that I desired nothing 
so much as to go to sleep, so I did not get much out 
of the service. Then one day I took the little tract 
from the drawer and read it over again. The Sunday 
following I returned to the service, and this time, the 
pastor, Mr. Waelti, so impressed me by his sermon 
that, I secured a Bible and began to read it at home, 
carefully and conscientiously. 

“As I had been reared a Roman Catholic, I had in 
the past often gone to confession, but at last I said, 
‘What is the use? I. cannot remember all the sins I 
have committed,’there are millions and billions . of 
them!’ As I read the Bible the question recurred to 
my mind, ‘What shall I do with my sins?’ All through 
the Old Testament I read, without comprehending a 
great deal, but at last I arrived at Luke 7: 36-50. As 
I read. this, it was like a flash of light to my. soul, 
and I said to myself, ‘Since the Saviour pardoned this 
sinful woman, perhaps if I confess my sins, which 
are so numerous, he will pardon me as well.’ For 
eight days I constantly read and re-read this passage. 

“One night I had a dream. I saw the Saviour 
bearing his cross and climbing up the hill of Cal- 
vary. I felt sad at the sight, but to my horror I found 
myself seizing hammer and nails, and I, miserable 
wretch, —I nailed the holy victim to the cross! 

“I awoke with the:cold sweat on my forehead and in 
an agony of soul, I cried out, ‘Oh, God, show me the 
meaning of this awful dream.’ 

“Then he spoke to me, I can hear his voice now, as 
he said in sorrowful accents, ‘My child, what is it 
that you do? You hear the preaching of the Word 
of God, you read your Bible, but your heart is as yet 
far from me, for during the rest of the week, you con- 
tinue your evil associations.’ 

“Then I saw that I had as yet not surrendered my 
all. to Christ, and without any delay I made my de- 
cision first to follow him and ‘entered into the joy of 
-knowing that I was born again. I judged it good to 
break altogether with my surroundings. I can wit- 
ness to the fact that I am fully delivered from the 
bondage to drink. Here in Brussels one is constantly 
exposed to the sight and odor of strong drink, but 
it leaves me untouched, it has no more appeal to me. 

“It is now four years since I gave my heart to the 
Lord and the thing that rejoices me most is that since 
my conversion the Lord is teaching me how to be a 
man of prayer. There is nothing I so long for as this, 
to be even as the giants of the faith, of whom I read 
in the Bible, mighty in prayer. Oh, may all who read 
these lines. seatch the Scriptures even as I did, for the 
Word of God alone has power to perform such a mir- 
acle as was my transformation from a life of debauch- 
ery into a child of holiness.” 

So ends the testimony of our friend Mr. K., but we 
all feel that he is only at the beginning of his career 
of usefulness in the kingdom of God. The first time 
I saw him, to single him out from the hundreds attend- 
ing our morning service, was one Sunday morning as 
I stopped for a moment on the street before entering 
our hall. My eyes fell upon a short figure a few 
paces away, who was carrying on a highly animated 
conversation with a woman. I caught the drift, —he 
was recounting the story of his conversion. Then, be- 
cause he is the friendli.st person’ in the world, he 
turned to me, with the true camaraderie of the Gos- 
pel, and included me in the conversation. -Since then, 
we have come more and more to rejoice in the progress 
of this dear child of God. 

We praise God for such as he, and rejoice that the 
Word again has vindicated its divine power to con- 
vict and save. 

BrusseE_s, BELGIUM. 
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LESSON 5. NOVEMBER 3. RESPECT FOR RIGHTFUL AUTHORITY 
(WORLD’S TEMPERANCE SUNDAY) 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 12 : 13-17; Romans 13 : 1-143 1 Peter 2: 13-17 
Golden Text.— Let every soul be in subjection to the higher powers.— Rom. 13: 1 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden © 


The Historical Setting 
HE Scriptures suggested for our lesson portion 
| need to be read in the light of the circumstances 
at the time they were written. The Jews, dur- 
ing the first century of our «ra, were in a turbulent 
mood. More than once they were expelled from Rome 
because of disturbances. The general counsel given 
in these Scriptures was not, however, needed by Jews 
only. New principles often tend to excite revolution- 
ary ideas and efforts. Gentile Christians might well 
have been allowed to regard the corrupt government 
of pagan “Rome.as deserving only resistance and re- 
bellion. On the whole, the empire at this time was 
a protective influence for the Church. Paul was proud 
of his Roman citizenship, and appealed to it more 
than once to save himself from the violence of his own 
countrymen. There is much reason for interpreting 
the enigmatical phrase, “one that restraineth” (2 Thess. 
2:7), m reference to the empire. Later this attitude 
of neutrality on the part of the Roman authorities 
changed. Paul himself refers to Nero as the lion (2 
Tim. 4:17), and both Rome and the world power 
generally are pictured in Revelation as a wild beast 
(Rev. 13:1). 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 12:13—The Pharisees and . . . Herodians 
The coalition between these two parties was ominous. 
Normally they were bitterly opposed to each other. 
For the Herodians recognized Herod as the rightful 
king, while the Pharisees in this respect stood for the 
popular feeling that no one but a Jew had any right to 
the throne of David. But bitterly as these two parties 
hated one another, it is plain that they- hated the Lord 
Jesus still more, 


Verse 14—IWe know that thow art true. This was 
said in a spirit of hypocrisy. They sought by this 
flattery to put the Lord Jesus off his guard. It was 
an evident desire to. rush him into a hasty declaration 
of which they might make use. 

Is it lawful? The snare was no longer in the sphere 
of ecclesiastical questions but in the more danger- 
ous one of political duty. The tribute money alluded 
to was a capitation tax levied by the Roman Govern- 
ment. It was keenly resented by the more extreme 
Jewish factions, such as that headed by Judas of 
Galilee (Acts 5:37). And the extreme factions rep- 
resented the popular point of view. Herein lay the 
subtlety and danger of the problem presented for solu- 
tion. If the Lord Jesus declared that it was lawful 
to pay the tribute, the Pharisees would at once have 
been able to denounce him as no true patriot. In the 
then excited: state of public feeling his influence with 
the people would have vanished at once. And thus the 

reat difficulty that prevented the Jewish authorities 

rom proceeding to. violence against Jesus would have 
gone (cf. Mark 14:2). On the other hand, if he had 
answered that such tribute was not lawful for a Jew, 


he would have been denounced to the Roman authori- 


ties who would have acted against him at once. 


Verse 15.—Shall we aive? Notice the eager reitera- 
tion of the question. It sounds’ as.if they were quite 
sure of their prey and were too impatient to wait for 
the answer that would deliver him into their hands. 
Knowing their hypocrisy, They had said that he was 
true. And this truth and discernment of his were more 
than they understood or had bargained for. 

Bring me. They would not be likely to carry with 
them the hated Roman coinage with its heathen sym- 
bols, though they might have. been able at once to 
produce from their girdles the Temple shekel. But 
they would only have to step outside the court of the 
Gentiles and ot t@in from the money changers’ tables 
a current Roman coin. A denarius. Translated penny 
in the Authorized Version. And the d in English 
money abbreviations still remains today as representing 
the old Roman coin. The denarius was worth in 
purchasing power much more than the penny or two 
cents. It was the ordinary day’s wage of an agricul- 
tural laborer (Matt. 20:2). 


Verse 16.—IWhose is this image? The little silver 
coin was impressed with the likeness of the emperor. 
The superscription was Tiberius Cesar Divi Augusti 
Filius Augustus- Imperatoris, “Tiberius Czsar, the 
august son of the divine Augustus emperor.” 

Verse 17.—Render. Literally, pay back as being 
due. It was not a question of a voluntary gift but of a 
legal due. The use and circulation of the Roman coinage 
in the country were undeniable proofs of the right of 


Devotional Reading: Matthew 5: 13-20. 
Primary Topic : Why We Have La 
; Mar 


8. 
Lesson Materia 12: 13-17; Romans 13: 1-34; 1 Peter 


2: 13-17. 
Memery Veset Obey them that have the rule over you.— 
Heb. 13: 17. 
Junior Topic: Why We Have Laws. 
Lesson Material: Mark 12:.13-17; Romans 13: 1-34; 1 Peter 
2: 13-17. 
Memerp Vous Hebrews 13: 17. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic : Obeying the Law. 


Topic for Young People and Adults: Making Effective the Will 
of the Community 











The portion. of the text indicated by. the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the_lesson helps is 
Mark. 12: 13-17; Rom. 13: 1-7; 1 Pet. 2 : 13-16 
Mark 12: 13 And they send unto him certain of the Phari- 
sees and of the Herodians, that they might catch him in 
talk. 14 And when they were come, they say unto him, 
Teacher, we know that thou art true, and carest not for 
any one; for thou regardest not the person of men, but of 
a truth teachest the way of God: Is it lawful to give tribute 
unto Cesar, or not? 15.Shall we give, or shall we not give? 
But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto them, Why 
make ye trial of me? bring me a 1 denarius, that I may 
see it, 16 And they brought it. And he saith unto them, 
Whose is this image and superscription? And they said 
unto him, Czsar’s. 17 And Jesus said unto them, Render 
unto Cesar the things that are Cesar’s, and unto God the 
things that are God’s. And they marvelled greatly at him. 


Rom. 13:1 Let every soul be in subjection to the higher 
powers: for there is no power but of God; and the powers 
that be are ordained of God. 2 Therefore he that resisteth the 
power, withstandeth the ordinance of God: and they that 
withstand shall receive to themselves judgment. 3 For 
rulers are not a terror to the good work, but to the evil. 
And wouldest thou have no fear of the power? do that 
which is good, and thou: shalt have praise from the same: 
4 for 2he is a minister of God to thee for good. But if 
thou do that which is evil, be afraid; fer *he beareth not 
the sword in vain: for *he is a minister of God, an avenger 
for wrath to him that doeth evil. 5 Wherefore ye must 
needs be in subjection, not only because of the wrath, but 
also for conscience’ sake. 6 For for this cause ye pay 
tribute also; for they are ministers of God’s service, at- 
tending continually upon this very thing. 7 Render to all 
their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to 
whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. 


1 Pet. 2:13 Be subject to every * ordinance of man for - 


the Lord’s sake: whether to the king, as supreme; 14 or 
unto . governors, as sent ‘by him for vengeance on evil- 
doers and for praise to them that do well. 15 For so is the 
will of Ged, that by well-doing ye should put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men: 16 as free, and not * using your 
freedom for a cloak of * wickedness, but as bondservants of 
1See marginal note on chap. 6 : 37. 
creation. *Gr., through. 
1 Cor. 14 : 20, 
Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard- Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 


20Or, it. ®Gr., 
5Gr., having. °Or, malice. 








the actually existing government to levy taxes. Hf the 
Jewish people had only remembered . the Saviour’s 
words they would have been spared the destruction of 
Jerusaiem and the downfall of the nation (Lange). 
And unto God the things that are God's. Besides 





God and Caesar 
By Amos R. Wells 


Bim pithy is riches, and worthy to gain: comfort 
of dear ones and power for good; render him 
labor of body and brain, all of the service.an honest 
man should. God, too, is riches, the wealth of 
the soul, riches of purity, riches of love; render him 
trust while the centuries ‘roll, render him honor all 
others above. Caesar is power, a ruler is he, scep- 
tered with majesty, girded with might; render obedi- 
ence willing and free, render tespect for the lawful 

d right. God, too, is power, omnipotent One, 

uler of Caesar and Lord over all; render him honor 
in all that is done, low at his’ throne in submissive- 
ness fall. Caesar is pleasure, the joys of the earth, 
music and beauty and leisure and ease; render him 
laughter and innocent mirth, render him skill and 
the power to please. God, too, is pleasure, and 
joys evermore lie at his hand for the use of his own; 
render him thanks for his bountiful store, rest and 
rejoice in his blessings alone. Father eternal, thou 
infinite Lord, over all Caesars hold scepter and sway; 
thine are all glories that Caesars afford, thine are all 
kingdoms forever and aye! 











the claims of the ruling power they had also the claims 
of their spiritual King. Obedience to Czsar must 
always be conditioned by obedience to God. 


Romans 13: 1.—There is no power but of God. This 
is a general statement. Human government has divine 
sanction, ‘This sanction was given in the Noachian 
covenant (Gen. 9: 1-7). In that covenant the judicial 
taking of human life was allowed, and in that permis- 
sion all. governmental powers are comprehended. This 
statement recognizes the necéssity of government. 
Man’s individual desires may, and often do, conflict 
with the desires of his fellows. In a world of sinful 
men it is not possible to regulate and co-ordinate these 
conflicting interests save by the intervention of external 
authority. Even a tyranny is better than utter anarchy. 


Verse 2—He that.-resisteth the power. This is 
plainly conditioned by verse 3.. Paul’s. presupposition 
is that the State exists to encourage its citizens to do 
good and to discourage ihem from doing evil. 

Verse’ 4.—Minister of God to thee for good. Note 
that it is not said that the State can be a minister of 
God for evil to the Christian: -For the plain assump- 
tion is that the Christian will do good and not evil. 


Verse 5.—Ye must needs be in subjection. Fear of 
punishment is not the Christian’s motive for subjection 
to the State. Since he recognizes its divine appoint- 
ment his submission to it is obedience to’ conscience. 
For teaching and practical examples of the outworking 
of-this principle in history, the teacher should, if pos- 
sible, read Dr. Alexander Smellie’s “Men of the Cove- 
nant” (Hutchinson and Co., 34-36 Paternoster Row, 
London, E. C. 4, 9 shillings). This shows how the 
Scottish Covenanters, hunted and harried though they 
were, continued for many years in loyal subjection 
even to such a government as that of Charles II. 

Verse 6.—Ministers of God’s service. .Not the same 
word as in verse 4. The word used here is specially 
applied to priestly ministry (15:16; Heb. 8:2). The 
use of the word téaches us the sacred character of - 
civil adiusinistration. 

1 Peter 2: 13.—Ordinance of man. 
tion. 
wae 14.—Governors, as sent by him. That is, by the 

ing. 

Verse 15.—Of foolish. men. Literally, the foolish 
men. And it seems especially to refer to those named 
above (v. 12). Christians in old Rome, as in China in 
more recent years, were continually accused. of being 
anti-patriotic and therefore rebels. The teaching about 
Christ as King: would. obviously: lend itself to this: kind 
of misrepresentaiion (cf. Acts 6:14). Otly the 
blameless moral life ‘of the disciples; shown in their 
civic as well as in their private relationships, could 
silence. this calumny or remove the misunderstanding. ‘ 

Verse 16:—Not using your freedom. They were 
Christ’s freedmen absolutely. But so far from that 
meaning that they were disobedient to ordinary human 
law it meant that they were all the more law-abiding. 
For them law. had: not :merely the sanctions of the 
imperial government, but of divine authority. There 
have been periods even in the history of the Church 
when this exhortation was most plainly needed. Wit- 
ness some of the actions that took place in England 
during the conflict: between the Parliament and the 
royal authority in the heginning of the seventeenth. 
century. The Seventh Monarchy Men, as they were 
called, avowed that they recognized no king but. Christ. 
And on the plea of this avowal some of them became 
guilty of the wildest excesses. —° . 

Verse 17.—Honor all’ 1 “.° In the. general sense 
of respecting the rights of all men. The force of the 
tense employed means that the Christian is to give 
to each man according as the case that requires it 
arises. The three following present imperatives split 
the command into three’ great branches before the 
relations of ordinary life are introduced in verse 18 
(Alford). 


A Lessen Outline 

1. The Christian: and the rights of other. people 

2. Other people’s rights embodied in the State 

3. The State and God 

4. The Christian and the State 
Golden Topics 

1. Our present lesson -will inevitably raise the im- 
portant question of the relation between individual 
conscience and authority. This question has been in 
all ages a burning one, and was never more so than 
today. But two or three things stand out qui-e clearly 
and simply. 

(1) The absolute supremacy of the will of God. 


Human institu- 
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Lesson for November 3 


Cesar must take second place where his law conflicts 
“with that. : ; 

(2) For most of us it has to be borne in mind that 
we are citizens of countries that are at least nominally 
Christian. Lawbreaking in America or Britain 1s not 
usually a mattér of conscience today. And therefore 
for practical purposes it is this fact we must keep 
before our classes. For us, ninety-nine times out of 
a hundred the will of God will be foufid to coincide 
with the law of the land. Bt 

(3) Whenever the law of our country is contrary 
in our judgment to the law of God we have constiiu- 
tional means at hand by which we may get laws re- 
pealed or amended. Our weapons are the rights of 
public speech, freedom of -conscience, the education 
of the electorate, and the ballot box. Ae 

(4) In any circumstances in which it is impossible 
for Christians to obtain redress by such means there 
are two courses open. One is to betake themselves to 
the use of the carnal weapons of warfare, the other 
is prayer and submission to the will of God. It is 
easy for us in our own comfortable circumstances 
today to blame those who have been goaded through 
terrible oppression into making use of these two 
methods. The Huguenots of France, the Protestants 
of Germany, the Puritans of England, and even some 
of the Covenanters of Scotland would have to fall un- 
der our condemnation, The counsel of patient sub- 
mission is a hard one to address to those fellow be- 
lievers who are suffering under monstrous tyrannies. 
And yet it is difficult not to be convinced that in the 
long run Christians have done harm to the cause of 
Christ and lowered the tone of spiritual religion when 
they have betaken themselves to the sword. 

2. Scripture lays down no doctrinesof the divine 
right of kings or the passive obedience of subjects. A 
government may become so oppressive and’ tyrannous 
that it practically ceases to discharge the functions 
of government, and thus loses its authority and sanc- 
tion as a divine ordinance. The disease in any Staie 
that demands the desperate remedy of civil war must 
indeed be desperate. We shall gam a good perspec.ive 
view of the difficult problem if we consider the wise 
words of Dr. Smellie in which he sums up the rela- 
tionships between the Covenanters and Charles II: 
“In the Scotland of that day, however it might be in 
England, there was nowhere any craving for a republic. 
‘There was a universal and even a passionate anxiety 
to guard the name and fame of Charles. It was he 
who squandered a heritage of devotion and obedience 
that he might have retained to his latest hour. It was 
because he was a rebel against justice and law that he 
drove into rebellion those who would have spent their 
lives to promote his good.” 


: Whe Practical Aim 
To inculeate respect for lawful authority. 
Tunsripce WEtts, ENG. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 

one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ing character. They are written by several members of 

The Sinday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 

Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, rs. Askew, Mr ith, and an 

Associate Editor of t Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 

tried assigning some of the questions to \different mem- 

bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as gtven in the feilowing issue? 
HAT is the source of all real authority? 
2. Why, then, does evil. government exist? 

3. What is a Christian’s duty toward a government that 
fs corrupt? 

4. What kind of taxes were they, which Jesus taught 
should be “rendered urito Caesar” when they brought him 
the denarius ? 

5. What kind. of government was that of which Paul 
wrote that men must be in subjection thereto, in his let- 
ter to the Romans? 

6. What did beth Jesus himself and his apostle, Paul, 
do about changing these unjust conditions of government? 

7. Is our government: perfect ? 

8. What can a mere citizen do to correct a faulty law? 

9. What good can prayer do in getting faulty laws 
Tepealed and good Jaws enacted? . 

10. In what sense is lawlessness sin? 

11. Wherein lies our highest liberty as citizens? 

12. Whose is the supreme authority in this world and 
the unseen realm of Heaven? : 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lessom questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Politics and Religion.—Render unio Cesar the 
things that are Cesar’s, and unto God the things that 
are God’s (Mark 12:17). And it was thus the young 
country Carpenter impaled the smart lawyer upon the 
point of his own cleverness. Pull some coins out of 
your pocket and note whose the image and what the 





"THE SUNDAY: SCHOOL TIMES" 
Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. October 6.—Recognizing Our Debt to Others. 
Neh. 4:15-23; Mark 12: 28-34; Rom, 15: 1-7; 
Phil. 2: 1-8; Col. 3:12; 4:1; Jas. 2: 14-177 
2. October 13-—Keeping Fit for the Sake of Others. 
(Temperance Lesson.) Dan. 1:8-20; 1 Cor. 
9: 19-27; 1 Tim, 4: 7-12; 2 Tim. a: 1-5. 
3- October 20.—Useful Work a Christian Duty. 
Gen. 2:15; Exod. 20:9; Neh. 6:3; John 5:17; 
9:4; Acts 20 : 33-35; 2 Thess. 3 : 6-12; Eph. 4 : 28, 
4. October 27.—The Christian View of Recreation, 
Jer. 31 : 12, 13; Zech. 8:5; Matt. 11 : 16-19; Mark 
a: 18-28; 6 : 30-32; John 2: 1-11. 
5. November 3.—Respect for Rightful Authority 
(World’s Temperance Sunday). Mark 12 : 13-17; 
Rom. 13: 1-14; 1 Pet. 2: 13-17. 
6. November 10—World Peace Through Mutual 
Understanding. Isa. 2:2-4; 116-10; 19 : 23-25; 
Acts 17 : 22-28; Eph. 4 : 4-6, 13-19; John 4: 20, 21. 
y. November 17:—Living With People of Other Races 
Ruth 1: 1-18; John 4: 5-10; Acts 10:1 to 11 : 18; 
Rom. 1: 14; Gal. 3 : 28, 29. 
8. November 24.—The Higher Patriotism. The Book of Jonah. 
9. December 1.—The Christian Home in a Modern 
World. Deut. 6 : 3-9; Matt. 19 : 3-9; Luke 2 : 40-52; 
24 : 28-32; Eph. 6: 1-9; a Tim. 1 : 3-5; 3:14) 15- 
10. December 8—Helping Neighbors in Need. 
Matt. 25 : 31-46; Luke 10 : 25-37; Jas. 1 : 27; 2: 14-17. 
11. December 15.—The Christian Spirit in Industry. 
Exod. 1:8-14; 20:17; Deut. 24:14, 15; Amos 
§:6-15; Zech. 8:16, 17; Matt. 20:1-16; Mark 
12:1-9; Luke 3:14; Eph. 6: 5-9; 1 Tim. 6: 17-29. 








superscription. I'll have the bank supply me some 
gold pieces—I have the Abraham Lincolns! The 
boys do not often see real money. Behold her Lady- 
ship of Liberty and “In God We Trust.” Ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall give you the lady 
on the coin (John 8:32). “I am the... truth’ (John 
14:6). Do you get it? Well, this is the sort we 
Americans happen to be, only it does not “happen” 
but came by design of those who braved the dangers 
of a new, wild country and the perils and fatigue of 
the great ocean. This is not going to be a lesson on 
stewardship, nor are we going to “take up a collec- 
tion,” but it is well to stop and remember that, after 
all, we are by and large a godly nation and do not 
hesitate to say so on our coinage, not even the smallest 
and humblest. No, there is no sign of our religion 
upon our notes. I have one of the new little two-by- 
six one dollar bills before me. Most of us are better 
acquainted with the Little Bill than with his bigger 
brothers! It is not money. It says, “One Silver 
Dollar Payable to the Bearer on Demand.” And 
Mr. Silver Dollars will say to you, like all the rest of 
the Silver family, “In God We Trust.” In the few 
words of our text, Jesus marks the boundaries of 
religion and politics. He tells us to get into both. 
Without authority we have anarchy and chaos. With- 
out religion we-have deviltries and death. With both 
we have happiness and prosperity and ride upon the 
high places in the world. Here is one I have fixed 
up for you. “Who are you?” “Sir,” answered the 
tax collector, “I am Politics.’ “I am Religion,” said 
the other entering into the spirit of the episode. “Then 
we shall-get along all right,” remarked the tax collec- 
tor. “Religion pays!” 


The Good Conscience.—Rulers are not a terror to 
the good. ... Do that which is good, and thou shalt 
have praise (Rom. 13:3). I notice that the young 
gentlemen of our family, nine and seven, have a very 
high respect for his majesty “The Cop.” I think they 
both aspire to the uniform and star and club when 
they “grow up.” At least they did before the last 
circus came to town. They may have their eye on 
therring-master or clown job now. The other day I 
noticed the aforesaid young gentlemen very carefully 
keeping to the other side of the street. At once I 
guessed they had been “up to something.” The said 
“something” afterward proved to be fighting with the 
gang on the back street. What man hasn't been 
there! Girls, always being good, never have the expe- 
rience of a chill up the back when a uniformed mem- 
ber of the Department of Public Safety sticks his 
nose in the door. Every now and then we read of 
John Law taking» an embezzler. We say, “Life must 
}-ve been a constant terror to that poor fellow.” 
Think of spending one’s days and nights under a 
sword, never knowing when it may drop and impale 
you! (Prov. 28:1; Isa. 57:20, 21.) You know the 
old story, I reckon? A traveler arrived late at a 
hotel. Only one room available, and it took hard 
begging to get it. “You see,” said the landlord, “this 
room is over our ‘star boarder,’ an extremely nervous 
man, and we-rarely use it. You must not make the 
slightest noise.” Of course, in taking off his shoes, 
in trying to be over-careful, he had to drop one of 
them on the floor with a bang. Scared at his care- 
lessness, he waited to see what: would happen. All 
was as quiet as the grave. Then suddenly there came 
a yell from the room below, “Hey, up there! Consarn 
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your pictures, why don’t you drop that other shoe!” 
But what is nervous waiting suspense to first criminal 
suspense! One would think a first criminal did not 
have to die to taste the terrors of the lost. He has it 
here and now. The saved one has many blessings, but 
the greatest of all is his clean and clear conscience. 
Able to look the world in the eye with a smile and go 
to bed little concerned whether the awakening shall 
be in Coatesville or in the New Jerusalem. There is 
— in the world to compare with the Unafraid 
an. 


The Christian Gentleman.—Render to all their 
dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom 
custom, fear*to whom fear; honor to whom honor (v. 
7). In other words, the Christian is to be all things 
to all men, as Paul said he was (1 Cor. 9:22). And 
for the same reason, First, pay your debts, and this 
does not refer to money alone, but to all other things 
of life and human relations. Tell Father and Mother 
how much you appreciate what they have done for you. 
Hand the old professor who helped educate you (on 
his very small salary) a few kind words. The “bou- 
quets” from his scholars are pretty much all he gets 
beside his living. Give the preacher a slap on the 
back now and then — figuratively, of course. Teacher 
and preacher can “smell the roses,” “violets,” and 
“carnations” while on their feet better than when on 
their backs in the narrow box. “Tribute to whom 
tribute,” up and down town and all around the family 
circle. “Custom to whom custom.” Don’t be queer. 
Fall into the life of your time and place. Folks no 
longer spear the bread from the side lines, nor shovel 
in with the knife, nor pour the tea into the saucer 
and blow it, nor wipe hands on the table cloth. These 
might have been all right for Queen Elizabeth and 
her court, but not now. Paul is telling you the Chris- 
tian is a gentleman. “Fear to whom fear.” This 
méans obedience. When we fear the Lord we are glad 
to do his will. Some men have a way of going right 
toward the top in the organization in which they 
have.a job These are the young men who feared 
the “old man,” as you will find when you discover 
the history of their rise. “Partiality,” says the fel- 
low who is plugged. To be sure. Wouldn't you, if 
you were an executive, be partial to the fellow who 
“feared” you in the Christian sense? Dictionary — 
fear means to venerate. Venerate from Venus, love. 
“Honor to whom honor.” Our lesson is titled “Re- 
spect for Rightful Authority.” Honor the Mayor if 
you cannot the man. Honor the Governor if he is 
not your kind. ‘Honor the President, even if you did 
not vote for him. “It’s an ill bird that fouls its own 
nest,” is an old saying. It’s an ill citizen that slams 
its own elected. The Christian goes right on and 
saws wood and bears witness, remembering that God 
is still ordering this world of his. 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


we 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF GENERALIZATION.—Train 
pupils to discover the general law indicated by 
individual instances. 








For the Christian.it is enough that the Lord indi- 
cates his. will for us, to make it binding. The 
same thing is true of the utterance of’ an inspired apos- 
tle; it is not necessary that such injunction be con- 
firmed by two or three witnesses. We may well be- 
lieve, however, that not every direction that the Lord 
gave his apostles was intended for us, nor is every 
direction to his audiences possible of literal applica- 
tion in our day. So it may well engage us to inquire 
the message that his teaching has for us. Czsar and 
the power that he represented are long since gone, but 
the fundamental principle the Lord announced is still 
vital, and the proof of this is evidenced in the fact 
that it is transmitted to the Church in later days by the 
apostolic writers. Paul enjoins not only obedience but 
tribute, and seems to echo the very: phraseology of 
the Lord when he says, “Render to all their dues: 
tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom cus- 
tom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.” The 
commandment of Peter also requires obedience “to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake.” 

The attitude of Christ and the teaching of both Paul 
and Peter leave no doubt that the powers that be are 
to be regarded as divinely set, and the obedience ren- 
dered is to be as unto God. If temporarily the author- 
ity should fall into the hands of men who require an 
obedience that cannot be so given, then “we must 
obey God rather than men.” But assuredly we are 
justified in the generalization that the Word enjoins 
respect for authority, and teaches that real authority 
is delegated from God. All lawlessness, therefore, 
is more than crime —it is sin. Sin is truly transgres- 
sion of the law, wherever God has ordained it. 
Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
lllustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson, 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


Why Coined?—And wnto God the 
things that are God’s (Mark 12:17). 
When a Roman penny was made, the 
image or likeness of Cesar the emperor 
was stamped upon it, and those who used 
it were reckoned as his subjects and ex- 
pected to obey his laws. Ages ago God 
himself made something and stamped his 
likeness upon it, as a sign that it belonged 
to him and must be used in his service. 
It was not a coin God made. It was ai 
man. And God’s image has been stamped 
upon each of us to show that we were made, 
not to follow our own pleasure, but to 
serve him—lKrom The Intermediate 
Quarterly. Sent by Evangeline Sabine, 
O’Leary R. R., P. E. I., Can. 


AR mendation.—For rulers are 


not a terror to the good work, but ta the 
evil (Rom. 13: 3). An Irishman was being 
tried in a Kansas town. ‘His was a petty 
offense. ‘the judge asked him if there 
was anyone present who could vouch for 
his character. “To be sure, your Honor,” 
he declared, “there’s the sheriff.” The 
sheriff looked amazed. “Your Honor,” 
he declared, “I do not even know the 
man.” “Your Honor,” came back the 
Irishman as quick as a flash, “I’ve lived 
in this county tor more than twelve years, 
and the sheriff does not know me yet. 
Isn’t that a character for you?”—From 
The Toronto Globe. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto. 





His Present Occupation.—For he is 
a minister of God, an avenger for wrath 
to him that doeth evil (Rom, 13:4). 
Notwithstanding many “wets” declare 
that Prohibition does not prohibit, hun- 
dreds of prisons throughout the United 
States contain evidence to the contrary. 
“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap.” In a certain State in the 
Lnion a millionaire was engaged in the 
bootlegging business, thinking it an easy 
way to increase his wealth. He now un- 
doubtedly believes the verse quoted above, 
for he is at the present time serving a 
long term in prison. A friend who called 
on him within the prison, walls found him 
working, situng cross-legged, with a big 
needle and‘a ball of twine, sewing burlap 
bags. The friend, not knowing what else 
to say, remarked, “Sewing, eh?” Look- 
ing up with an ill-natured smile, the man 
replied, “No; I’m reaping.’—From The 
Boy’s World. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


His Reason for Prohibition.—For so 
is the will of God, that by well-doing ye 
should put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men (1 Pet. 2:15). Some years 
ago in a village of Western New York, 
on election morning, the recognized vil- 
lage toper went to the polls. He asked 
for a Prohibition ballot, and a liquor 
seller got hish one, supposing a joke was 
on hand. Folding it as best he could with 
trembling hands, the blear-eyed, bloated, 
ragged, unkempt man went to the ballot 
box and registered his wish. Then they 
began to scoff and sneer at the drunkard 
who had cast his temperance vote. “A 
pretty temperance voter you are,” said 
one, 
whisky yonder there at the top of-the 
Liberty Pole and if you could have the 
whisky by climbing it at the risk of your 
life, you know you’d climb.” And then 
the drunkard straightened himself and 
answered, “Know it! Oh, yes, I know it. 
And I know another thing, gentlemen; if 
the whisky wasn’t there I wouldn't 
climb.”"—From Young Canada. Sent by 


“Why, if there was a bottle of | 
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Grace G. Goodwin, Port Elgin, N: B.,' 
Canada. 
Is It Wrong to Play With Dolls ?—Us- | 
ing your freedom... as bondservants of 

God (1 Pet. 2:16). Is it ever wrong for 

a little girl to play with dolls? Of course 

not, you answer; but missionaries have 

found that it is wrong sometimes. The 

missionaries tell the heathen that it is 

wrong to worship idols. The heathen see 

the little daughters of the missionaries 

playing with dolls, and they ‘think that | 
the dolls are idols, such as they worship | 
in their houses. Ought not the little girls | 
give up playing with dolls until the peo- | 
ple know the difference between a doll 

and an idol? For the sake of those whom 

their father is trying to teach about the | 
true God, they must give up their own 

pleasure.— From ~ the Sunday School 

Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- | 
steads, Bacup, Eng. Prize illustration. 


in Her Favor.—Let every soul be in 
subjection to the higher powers (Golden 
Text). Dr. Breckenridge once said to 
his mother: “Ma, I think you ruled us 
with too rigid a rod in our boyhood. It 
would have been better if you had used 
gentler methods!” The old lady straight- 
ened herself up and said, “Well, William, 
when you have raised up three such good 
preachers as I have, you can talk.”— | 
_— by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Ng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou hast made plain in 
thy Word the need for obedience to rightful 
authority. Help us to appreciate the need 
for laws, and for faithful obedience to them. 
May we not have contempt for the rules 
laid down by the common judgment of the 
communities in which we live, and may we 
do our part to sustain and enforce the agree- 
ments that make neighborhood and national 
life possible in orderly and fair procedure. 
Especially, Lord, wilt thou at this time give 
us a due sense of responsibility for sustain- 
ing the laws against the drink traffic, not 
taking a trivial and careless attitude toward 
the breaking of these laws, but doing all we 
can to make them effective, remembering that 
we ought to do this for the Lord’s sake, as 
bond servants of God. We ask this in the 
name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If you really want 
to see how laws can be obeyed by mil- 
lions of people, just watch the automobiles 





passing any busy traffic center! Up goes 





TIMES 


a hand, and the whole line stops! On 
goes a red light, and the whole line stops! 
Green light, and the line moves! If any 
driver gets in the way or makes a bad 
mistake, how the horns do shout until he 
straightens out his mind, and his car! 
This lesson that we have been studying 
points us back to the source of law, 
God himself, Those of us who may think 
it smart or funny to dodge the law or 
break it had better read these lesson pas- 
sages a good many times. The tremen- 
dous improvement in America since Pro- 
hibition went into effect is so evident that 
it takes a lot of talk on the part of the 
liquor interests to make anyone believe 
that Prohibition has failed. Ask Mr. 
Ford about it. Ask the great railroad 
systems. Ask the mother of seven or 
eight children, who lives decently now, 
has a little money in the bank, because 
her husband doesn’t hang around the 
saloon any more. Are you doing your 
part to uphold the law? Don’t run past 
the red light! Some of us may not like 
that one big word on the blackboard, but 
we ought to like it! Let us pray. 


OBEY 
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Lesson Hymns 


“Halle:ujah! What a Saviour!” 
“Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone?” 
“God’s Way Is the Best Way.” 

“T’ll Live for Him.” 
“Can the World See 
“I Need Jesus.” 


Jesus in You?” 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Mark ‘2: 13-17; Romans 13: 
I-3; 1 Peter 2: 13-17. These pas- 
sages show .us how Christians should keep 
the law of the country. Talk with the 
class a little while about the meaning and 
the need of laws. Our great nation must 
have laws, our State must have laws, the 
country and the town in which we live 
must have laws. Let the children tell 
you how,they would behave at home if 
there were no laws, and what kind of 
place school would be without rules. 
Once the enemies of the Lord Jesus 
were trying to get him into trouble, so 
they asked him if they should pay tribute, 
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or taxes, hoping that he would say “No,” 
so that he would be punished. The Mas- 
ter asked. them to show him a ‘penny 
and tell him whose face was printed on 
it. When they said “Czsar’s,’ he said, 
“Render unto Cesar the things that are 
Cesar’s, and unto God the things that are< 
God’s.” This meant that they should 
pay the taxes to keep up the Roman gov- 
ernment, and to keep the laws of Cesar. 
Then they should give God the love and 
worship of their hearts, and offer -him 
gifts of love and true loving service. The 
Master’s enemies knew that he had given 
a wise answer. 

Paul and Peter were men whom iie 
Lord sent to preach the Gospel and teach 
the people who had become Christians 
how to live in heathen countries under 
cruel rulers’ Both of these ministers 
‘taught the people to respect the rulers 
and keep the laws of the country that 
was giving them a home. They also 
tried to show that, to be real Christians, 
people must be law-keepers, as this was 
God’s will for them. In this way they 
would be honoring God, for the rulers 
and others would have respect for a man 
who always did the right thing. 

Now have a talk with the children 
about the laws of our country, which is 
as near a Christian nation as any nation 
of today. We-have.many go law- 


‘inakers, and other great men in authority. 


But whether all these men are as truly 
great and good as they should be or not, 
it is their duty, as true little citizens, to 
keep the laws of the country, and to honor 
the President and all other officers. Ask 
what law of ours is broken more often 
than any other. Earnest, God-fearing 
men, worked hard to pass a temperance 
law that we know as the Eighteenth 
Amendment because they believed it 
would save the boys and girls of our 
land from the sorrows and sufferings that 
are caused by drink. The reason this 
law has not done more good is because 
there are so many lawbreakers. Tell the 
children the personal dangers of drink- 
ing liquor, and of other hurtful habits, 
and ask them if they do not want to be 
true American citizens, with strong bodies 
and clear minds. The laws of our coun- 
try have been made to help them. 

Repeat the memory verse: “Obey them 
oe have. the ‘rule over you” (Heb. 13: 
17). 

Sing “True-Hearted, Whole-Hearted.” 
- Cuinton, S. C. 


% 
Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1, God the supreme authority. 
2. The Bible and autherity. 
3. The family and authority. 
4 The nation and authority. 


ph aga deep, teachers, with this les- 
son. The young people of our day 
are lost in a puzzling haze on this ques- 
tion of authority. One of the well-known 
teachers in a great university recently 
published a plea for the “decent burial” 
of the out-worn. standard of the Bible 
and authority (now only a dead question 
with our intelligent young people, this 
author believes!), and the substitution of 
the two. ancient standards of the pagan 
world: “Will it. pay me to do this 
thing?” and “Is this a ‘pretty’ thing to 
do?” God help us to help our young 
girls to recogtiize something higher than 
the materialism of expediency or the 
zestheticism of art! Help your girls to 
build their lives on Abraham’s faith that 
asked the ageless question, “Shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do right?” 
and its resulting truth that this supremely 
righteous God has the supreme right to 








command our obedience, if they would 
plant their feet on the solid rock of truth 
| rather than in the trembling quicksands 
of man’s shifting wisdom. 

| 2. Upon this eternal truth of the au- 
thority of God rests the resulting au- 
thority of God’s revealed Word, the Bible. 
“Thus saith the Lord” is the final word 
| therein on all questions of human life 
; and conduct. When we who believe in 
this righteous God and his rightful au- 
thority find in his Word a plain teach- 
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Lesson for November 3 





ing we then must accept it as our 
standard. And when we so accept and 
obey this Word we fiad it not a “mori- 
bund” book (as claimed by the writer 
referred to above), but the very living 
Word of. God; steering a plain path for 
our feet through the otherwise uncharted 
jungles of this puzzling world of ours. 
Cut down to this bedrock truth, casting 
aside all the mere overgrowth of the 
tangled weeds that have sprung from 
the planting of the seeds of _ worldly 
sophistication, if you would guide your 
girls aright on this much debated ques- 
tion. 


3. The girl who believes in the author- 
ity of God and the Bible will also accept 
the rightful exercise of family authority, 
and this is another stone underlying obe- 
dience to national laws. “The home must 
be a place of orderly quiet and decent 
restraints to be a home at all,” said a 
preacher recently, and the young daugh- 
ters in our homes*owe a happy concur- 
rence to these standards of home despite 
all that is written and said to the con- 
trary today. ~Much of the fiction they 
read, most of. the pictures they see, many 











Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 


of their teachers are saying just the op- 
posite to them, and saying it most at- 
tractively to their restless young spirits. 
How beautiful can we make God’s stand- 
ards seem to them, as well as right? 

4. Now, if your girls recognize the 
rightful authority of God, the Bible, and 
the family, there will be no strain to 
accept the rightful authority of the na- 
tion — for we have the plain word upon 
this question in the Bible, from God. 
The efficiency of our national Prohibition 
law is not the question, nor even the wis- 
dom of that law — but the simple one of 
obeying what is the duly constituted law 
of our land so long as it is such a law. 
We of this free republic make our own 
laws, but upon our loyal obedience to 
them, once we have so created them, de- 
pends our very existence as a nation and 
our good conscience as obedient children 
of the God in whom we trust. 


Home Study 
Read through the Sermon on the 
Mount, in Matthew, chapters 5, 6, and 7, 
noting the deliberate authority Christ 
claimed over the human mind and will. 
Decatur, Ga. 
ve 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
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How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
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but-so long as it is on the statute books, 
it is law,—and God’s Word in this les- 
son today isclearly telling us that observ- 
ance of the law of your country honors 
God’s own authority. Disobeying the law 
dishonors God. You can’t dishonor God 
without doing yourself permanent datn- 
age. 

What shall a fellow do, then, about a 
faulty law, if breaking it is disastrous? 
Well, why not pray over it? If God’s | 
authority is invetved and one’s most price- 
less honor is involved, it becomes a very 
vital matter for prayer. Bootleggers are 
not likely to be praying over this maiter 
—then why not decent citizens? 

Let’s deal with the question as decent 
citizens, fellows —and that will be in 
the Christian way. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
pe 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of October 27) 


1. That God wants his children to be 
happy and provides lovingly for their joy, 
expecting it to find expression in various 
lovely_ways. 

2. That, in God’s ideal city, sin will be 
so banished that children may play in the 
very streets with safety: God would pro- 
vide for children’s happiness in play. 

3. That Christ our Lord lived the normal, 
social life of his day, not excluding the 
natural social pleasures that were also 
wholesome. 





Beginning: ‘Stop — Go.” 

Discussion: The purpose of law and 
the damage done by violation. 

Objective: A law-abiding citizen. 











AY, fellows, I know a village with 

one traffic “stop” and “go” light. It 
hangs in the center of the intersection 
of the two main streets. Many times in 
a day when no vehicle is in sight you 
will see some person pausing at the curb, 
waitimg for the green to come on, for 
it is the law of that village — pedestrians 
as well as the traffic must observe the 
signals. It is an impressive sight, the 
respect paid to those flashes of red and 
green, mechanical as they are. Qne might 
reason (especially if. he was in a hurry), 
“There’s no sense in my. being delayed 
here by a stop signal when there’s not a 
car in sight.” But the pedestrians of that 
village scrupulously stop on the red and 
wait for the green. It is a fine example 
of the recognition of, and obedience to, 
authority. . The authority is not in the 
traffic signal, but in the town council back 
of it, and the people of the village respect 
it. A fellow might cross.on the red and 
“get by” with it, but he will have suffered 
a loss to his self-respect which he can- 
not afford. 

Fellows, you can’t break a law without 
doing more damage to yourself than’ to 
the State or to any person. It may be 
a-faulty law (most human laws are faulty 
in some degree), but for your own sake 
you can’t afford to break the law. Not 
many lawbreakers realize this. There’s 
an idea that if one is not arrested and 
fined, no harm is done. A man boasted 
that he had, by a ruse, outwitted the street 
car conductor and evaded the payment of 
his fare. It did not occur to him that 
he had sold his honor for seven cents. 

At what price would you sell out, fel- 
lows? You can figure it by the way you 
respect the law. -I heard of a governinent 
official who controlled the placing of 
dredging contracts in a Southern harbor. 
One contractor offered him a bribe for 
the job. It was politely declined. The 
contractor doubled the amount. Again 
he was quietly refused. Then the con- 
tractor quadrupled the amount in his 
proposition — and the government official 
said, “Get out of here before I kick you 
out — you are. too near my price!” ‘The 
story may not be all true, but it brings 
to mind the statement of a cynic that 
“every man has his price.” At what price 
would you sell out, fellows? As for me, 
I do not believe the cynic is right. I know 
fellows who would not. sell their honor 
for a king’s ransom — not for any price. 

But .men and women today are selling 
their honor for a drink. And they are 
trying to justify themselves by saying the 














Prohibition law is faulty. Possibly it is, 


4. Christ recognized the need and plan- 
ned for a “vacation” rest with his disciples 
(a “vacation” with Jesus Christ as com- 
panion, — if only all were of such kind!). 

5. It is relatively unimportant compared 
with the all-important theme of the Book. 

6. Matthew 5: 17, 18. 


7. That, of course, children should play, 
Men have more serious concerns, but periods 
of needed rest should be taken, and a normal, 
not an ascetic, attitude toward life should 
be cultivated. Further, that there is dan- 
ger of too much devotion to the pleasures 
of life until they, instead of God, dominate 
the being. (The ancients among the masses 
knew nothing of the leisure of our modern 
life, but. the broad principles. of relative 
values taught in Scripture still: have appli- 
cation to our use of life and the time of 
which it is made.) 

8. Excess. 


9. To refresh and rebuild tired bodies 
and nerves, 


10. Always, in the sense. of 2 Timothy 
3:4, for such a “love” implies the exclusion 
of God. It is always harmful and sinful to 
be intemperate even in good things. There 
is a sense, however, in which we may safely 
“like” pleasure. 

11. The results in the characters of those 
who follow them, the extremes to which they 
are at last carried, and the harm done to 
others thereby, outweigh all possible pleasure 
they may bring. 

12. Personal. 








Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


Compiled by Cora Frances Stoddard 


t Executive Secretary of the 
Scientific Temperance Federation 




















A Practical Exhibit.—At Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, England, the temperance peo- 
ple organized an exhibit to illustrate the 
better uses that could be made of money 
spent for drink. One of the features 
was a table containing on one side an 
appetizing meal and on the other two 
bottles of Bass ale, with a placard stat- 
ing that the cost of each group of articles 
was the same. One poster contained a 
statement showing that the drink bill of 
Newcastle would provide the city with 
a town hall, a municipal building, police 
and county court buildings, and leave a 
balance of half°a million pounds, 


How a Drinking Auto Driver Looks 
to a University President.—“To grow 
is to outgrow”.is the way. the retiring 
President of Brown University, in his last 
commencement address, expressed a gen- 
eral truth. One of the things he believes 
we shall outgrow is “the idea that intoxi- 
cation is tolerable in an age of compli- 
cated and dangerous mechanism.” 
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automobile through a crowded street 
while his brain is fuddled with: alcohol is 
par excellence a fool,” is another one 
of his statements, according to the Union 
Signal (Sept. 7, 1929). 

Still another statement: “Once-intoxi- 
cation was a kind of transient happiness; 
now it is a permanent menace and 
lunacy.” 


Britain’s Labor Government Exeludes 
Official Liquor Advertising.—The gov- 
ernment by the recently defeated Con- 
servative Party: in Great Britain made 
agreements with the liquor trade permit- 
ting its advertisements to be placed in 
post office buildings and on government 
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The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 


$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
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One copy, five years, $7.50. 
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| the officers, who saw the good results. 


; ficial, or even necessary. 
. port (Cape Town Tribune, Aug., 


publications, The new Labor Govern- 
ment, headed by Mr. Ramsay MacDon- 
ald, will stop all such liquor advertising 
as soon as provision can made for 
the agreements entered into by its pre- 
decessors. 

The liquor trade is not at all pleased 
about the loosening of its hold on the 
political parties. Even the progressive 
Conservatives are reported (Alliance 
News, July, 1929) to be in revolt against 
the traditional wire-pulling of the trade. 


Padlocked Hotel Becomes a Work- 
ing Girls’ Inn.—About _ seventy-five 
working girls and women are to have’ a 
home in the New Central Hetel of 
Springfield, Mo., a hotel that has been 
closed under a government padlock since 
June for selling liquor. Every girl guest 
will have a comfortable room with hot 
and cold water, steam heat, and good fur- 
niture. The inn will be under the man- 
agement of the State Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union. Thus women's or- 
ganizations are finding a way of solving 
the working girl problem of hall bed- 
rooms with no opportunity for social life. 
Hearty support of such efforts to pre- 
vent the exploitation of the social needs 
of young people by unscrupulous com- 
mercialism will bring paying returns, both 
financially and morally, to any community 
that will make the investment on an ade- 
quate scale. 


A Newspaper that Needed Only To 
Be Told the Truth.—A newspaper edi- 
tor in Savannah, Ga., like many other peo- 
ple, had accepted rumors and hearsay 
reports about everybody violating - the 
Prohibition law until he actually believed 
it and printed something to that effect in 
his paper. But a sensible man who be- 
lieved in fact-finding called on the editor 
and asked him to print something about 
the people who were observing the law. 
The editor told his caller that if he would 
find twenty percent of the persons living 
on a certain square in that city who had 
not taken a drink during the last year 
he would print the fact as news. The 
caller, the secretary for twenty-one years 
of the Brooklyn Y. M. C.-A., made the 
canvass and found that only’one percent 
of the persons in the square named were 
encouraging violations of the law. Some 
who had previously served liqucr before 
the law was passed no longer did so. The 
editor kept his word and printed the 
finding. : 

A similar search for facts would un- 
doubtedly furnish similar “news items” 
to several editors who have been pubfish- 
ing rumors as facts. 


British Navy Men Save ‘“‘Grog Money” 
for Better Uses.— More than fifty years 
ago an English woman, Agnes Weston, 
began forming temperance societies 
among the soldiers and sailors of the 
British Army and Navy. She devoted the 
rest of her life to promoting these organ- 
izations, and her work was keenly appre- 
ciated not only by the privates but by 


Among other improvements, she secured 
permission for the men of the Navy to 
draw for other purposes if they wished 
the threepence a day allowed them for 
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grog, an allowance that dates back to 
the days ot unenlightenment when alco- 
holic liquors were supposed to be bene- 
A recent re- | 
1929) | 





gives the number of men now on two 
ships of the British Navy who draw their 
grog money in place of the grog ration. 
Of the 1,106 officers and men on the 
first-class battleship Nelson, says the re- 
port, 731 prefer the daily threepence; 375 
accepted the grog. On the other great 
battleship, Rodney, out of 906 officers and 
men, 613 preferred the money., As a re- 
sult, the sales of non-alcoholic drinks 
and tea increase and crime decreases. 





Children at Home- 











Little Gray Rabbit 
By M. Louise C. ‘Hastings 


H&« was just a little gray rabbit that 
lived in the woods, but this Little 
Gray Rabbit knew it all. At least, he 
thought he did. 

One day he hopped right out into the 
beautiful new fallen snow and sat under 
a bush. “This is a nice place,” he said. 
“How pretty the world is today!” 

Now Little Gray Rabbit’s mother had 
told her children that rabbits were the 
best known of all the wild animals, for 
they were among the “Early Settlers” 
of the country. “And because our family 
has lived so long, there are things that 
we all know,” she had said. “One of 
them is that we must always be on the 
alert for foxes, minks, weasels, and owls 
that prowl at night. But we have to 
look out for them in the daytime, too, so 
be careful not to venture out in the day- 
time. Keep. in your holes or beneath 
rocks, and keep your eyes wide open!” 

Little Gray Rabbit didn’t believe all 
of this story.. His brothers and sisters 
believed it, but he knew better. “How 
funny!” he said aloud. “It’s just as safe 
here as in the holes under the snow.” 

“Hello, Bunny!” said a sweet voice 
above him in the bush. 

“Hello, Tree Sparrow!” replied Bunny. 

“What are you doing out in plain sight 
of everybody?” asked Tree Sparrow. 
“Aren’t you afraid of being seen?” 

“No, of course not,” replied Bunny. 
“Why should I be?” 

“That’s queer!” remarked Tree Spar- 
row. “Didn’t your mother ever tell you 
that it was risky to be out in the day- 
time?” 

“Of course,” answered Bunny scorn- 
fully. “She talks about it all the time.” 

“Oh, so you are disobeying her?” re- 
marked Tree Sparrow. “Well, let me tell 
you that if you disobey your mother things 
will be hard for you.” 

“No, they won't,” replied Bunny con- 
fidently. “I know as much as she.” 

“Whe said so? Did she?” asked Tree 
Sparrow. 

“Indeed she didn’t. She is all the time 
telling me not to do things because it isn’t 
safe, but I know better,” was the answer 
Bunny gave. 

Now Tree Sparrow was high up on the 
top Branch of the bush and he could see 
far off. And he saw coming over the 
snow a lean and hungry fox with bright 
eyes which looked in every direction. 
Should he warn the naughty rabbit, or 
should he keep still and let him suffer 
for his foolishness? 

“Listen, Rabbit,” said Tree Sparrow. 
“JT see a fox, and he'll soon see you! Run 
for your hole!” “s 

The chase began. Closer and closer 
drew the fox, and faster and faster ran 
Little Gray Rabbit. 

“Poor foolish little rabbit,” said Tree 
Sparrow, whose heart had begun to flut- 
ter. “He'll soon make the fox a good 
dinner.” 

But suddenly the fox stopped in his 
tracks and looked around.’ Then he 
smelled around and dug in the snow. 
“Bunny has escaped! .Bunny has es- 
caped!” sang Tree Sparrow right in the 
midst of winter weather. “I hope he 
has learned his lesson.” 

And Little Gray Rabbit, trembling. .all 
over from fright, said to himself, “I guess 
it pays to mind my mother! I guess 
mothers know best!” 
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The Young People’s. 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Nov. 10. Uprooting the Causes of War: Acts 
17 : 24-31; Jas. .3 : 13-18; 4: 1-3. 
Nov. 17. What Should Young Men and Young 


Women Expect of Each Other? 2 Pet. 
122-11. 

Nov, 24. Thanksgiving through Thanks-living. 
Psa. 116 : 12-14, 17-19. 


Dec. 1. Why Is Christianity a Missionary 
Religion? Matt. 28: 18-20. (Consecration 
meeting.) 


Sunday, November 3 


Making My Body a Fit Temple for God 
(1 Cor. 3:16, 17; 6:19, 20) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5 : 18). 

Tues.—A strong body (Judg. 14:5, 6). 

Wed.—Using the body aright (Rom. 6: 
12-14). 

Thurs.—Cleanse the body (2 Cor. 7:1). 

Fri.—Restoring the body (John 5: 1-15). 

Sat.—The indwel.ing God (John 17 : 23). 











Why keep the body in health? _ 
Is the body evil? Why? 
How keep fit for God’s indwelling? 


URTON HOLMES, the travel lec- 

turer, tells of an old Japanese custom 
on approaching the sacred precincts of 
the temples of Nikko. Each mian fastens 
over his mouth a piece of clean, white 
paper, so that no breath of his may in 
any way contaminate the sacred build- 
ings. Are we one-tenth as careful that 
nothing defile these bodies of ours, the 
temples, not of demons and idols of wood 
and stone, but of the living God? 

$% 

Five gates there are to these temples 
that need careful guarding, — sight, taste, 
touch, smell, and hearing. It is at these 
gates that Satan’s assaults are hurled. 
Either he will try to prevent any entrance 
of good or he will seek to keep them wide 
open for whatever may come. His trick 
in many heathen cults is to teach that the 
body is evil and must either be abused 
by asceticism and, torture (as practiced 
by the dervishes and the “holy men” of 
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“Lesson for November 3 
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India) or given over to the unrestrained 
indulgence of all its appetites. 

The teaching of God’s Word is very 
plain on this point. The body was the 
special creation of God (Gen. 2:7, 21, 
22). It was “very good” as God originally 
made it (Gen. 1:31). Through sin it 
became imperfect and corrupt and sub- 
ject to disease and death. Nevertheless, 
even in its fallen state it retains many 
of its marvelous endowments. For its re- 
demption, the Lord Jesus on Calvary shed 
his blood (1 Cor. 6:19, 20), and some 
day that redemption will be perfected by 
the transformation of this earthly body into 
one like that of Christ (Rom. 8: 22, 23; 
Phil. 3: 21). Meanwhile the Holy Spirit 
deigns to come and live in the bodies of 
all those who will accept. the Lord Jesus, 
and to control and direct them, in so far 
as the gwner will permit him. 

It is these last two great facts that are 
the basic reasons why Christians may not 
abuse or defile or deface their bodies, — 
—they are stewards of that which Christ 
has purchased with his own blood, and 


these dwellings are the temples of the- 


third Person of _the Trinity. To the 
Christian it no longer is a question as to 
how much this or that may injure the 
body. God has put the whole matter on 
the infinitely higher plane where any- 
thing, no matter how small, must be re- 
garded and dealt wiih as sin if it mars 
his property and his abode. 
ve 


What, then, are. some of the ways in 
which these bodies may be clean and fit 
for the Master’s use? 

First they must be made clean. It is 
impossible to keep clean that which is 
already dirty. We need the cleansing 
power of Christ to make our bodies fit 
temples for his Holy Spirit (1 John 1:9). 

Then they need to be kept clean. Hence 
Paul’s urge that we present them to God 
(Rom. 12:1, 2): 

But have we no part in this “keeping 
fit’? We have, indeed, a very real one. 
God has left to us the vital part of having 
the final word on all that shall enter 
the five gates to these temples of his. He 
will give us wisdom and discernment in 
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choosing. He will fortify and energize 
our wills if we ask-him. But he will not 
decide for us. 

We need to be on our guard, then, and 
challenge ail that would pass, for we are 
accountable to Christ equally for those 
things that slip by through negligence as 
for deliberate admissions. 

We need to be alert to the insidious 
things that storm the eye gate, —the 
moving picture, the questionable or vile 
literature, the lying propaganda that 
would weaken the resistance at the other 
gates, such as the. prevalent cigarette 
“testimonials” and the false liquor sta- 
tistics. We must be careful, too, to ad- 
mit through this gate God’s Word that 
our inner man may be nourished and fed. 

We need to guard the ear gate against 
gossip and evil speaking and dirty talk. 
The one who listens to vile stories and 
talk is little better than the one who 
speaks them. This gate we shall want to 
open wide to the true preaching of God's 
Word, to Christian counsel, and to whole- 
some teaching. 

The gate of touch needs special guard- 
ing in these days when such a looseness 
has crept in among young people that 
we may almost be led, by the very com- 
monness of “petting,” to think \t is all 
right. As true Christians we dare not 
trifle with that which belongs only to the 
most sacred human relationship, marriage, 
—a relationship so sacred and pure that 
God uses it as a type of the relation be- 
tween believers and Christ. 

And so with the other gates, we need 
to be aroused to all that would hurt or 
hinder by their entrance. Shalt we not 
ask God to make us and keep us sensitive 
to good and evil and to give us that true 
courage that shall dare to stand fast in 
his strength against all that would render 
his temples unworthy of him? 

ye 
How am I failing to “keep fit” for God? 


| What is my society doing to keep the 
= =e ea of keeping clean before its mem- 
rs! 


How can we use our bodies to the glory 
of God? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Church Equipment Service 
The Uses of Bulletin Boards 


T WAS an old church at a seashore. re- 

sort. The location was a prominent one. 
It stood on a corner with a good-sized 
lawn on one side. But it was not espe- 
cially attractive, for it had been built 
of clapboards and was painted gray. Then 
the time came when more room was 


needed, and it was decided to make an. 


addition at the front and at the side. This 
would give space for two vestibules, and 
enlarge both the church auditorium and 
the Sunday-school room. The building 
committee realized the importance of add- 
ing to the beauty of the church as well 
as to its size, so the additions were made 
in the Gothic style in white and buff- 
colored stone. When the work was fin- 
ished, it looked like a new church, and 
one had to look twice to realize that the 
old wooden church was still standing. 

One other important addition was made 
to the church property, and one that added 
much to the inviting atmosphere of the 
fresh, new building. A well-built bulletin 
board, protected by a glass front and 
electrically lighted, was placed on the 
lawn near the pavement. On the top 
of the board were the names of the 
church and the pastor, and below them 
were given the hours of the Sunday-school 
and church services for the week. Then 
the pastor saw to it that the topics of his 
two Sunday sermons were posted on the 
board early in the week. 

A bulletin board is a vital part of 
church ‘and Sunday-school equipment to- 
day. Strangers passing before a church 
door may be led to come to one of these 
services just by the title of a sermon, or 
a Bible text, or a thought-provoking sen- 
tence. Men and women who have not 
been in church for years may be led in 
by a text that they learned when they 





were children, and that first step may be 
the beginning of a complete change in 
their lives. 

There are many styles of bulletin 
boards and a wide range of prices. Some 
are artistically wrought of copper and 
brass, others are made of oak and stained 
to match the church or Sunday-school 
building; most modern boards are elec- 
trically lighted and are protected from 
the weather by “miniature cornices. and 
eaves and glass fronts. Some are fitted 
with standards to be mounted on the 
lawn; others can be attached to the build- 
ing itself. The letters are of different 
sizes and can be quickly and easily 
changed, and words may be emphasized 
by_using colored letters. 

Large Sunday-schools might profitably 
have a board of their own. In addition 
to the hour of the main session, the names 
of officers could be given, such as the 
superintendent, the secretary, and the 


Adult Bible class teachers. In some cases. 


such teachers are well known, and the 
posting of their names. might do much to 
increase the size of the classes, Special 
week-night meetings and Sunday-school 
picnics may also be announced in this way. 

Churches of moderate means, or with- 
out special funds available for advertising, 
may build their own abinets or bring 
old style bulletin boards up to date. One 
concern manufacturing bulletin boards 
sells the sign panels and letters separately, 
so that a church does not need to buy a 
whole bulletin board if it does not wish 
to. 

Information will gladly be given to 
pastors if they will just address their 
requests to Church Equipment Service, 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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“Accidentally” 


‘* Accidentally,” writes a friend, 
‘*T learned of your work, and I want 
you to know what a rich blessing 
has come into my life ever since.” 





And we answered him, ‘ Nothing 
ever comes by accident to the child 
of God. The Psalmist says, ‘The 
steps of a good man are ordered by 
the Lord. And we consider it a 
providential accident—an accident 
ordered by the Lord.” 


And to you who read these lines, 
we can wish no greater joy than that 
you should some day meet with the 
same accident. If you have never 
exercised prayer and sympathy in 
the work of carrying the Gospel mes- 
sage to those ‘‘of whom according to 
the flesh, Christ came,” you have a 
new joy awaiting you. Our files are 
replete with testimonies of those who 
have ‘* been there” and know. 


Some day you too will adventure 
with God, and then you too will 
thank God for the great ‘‘ accident.” 
But we can’t force you to it—the 
urge must come by the Spirit of 
God. All we can do is to tell you 
about it; the rest is between you and 
God. 


And of course you know about our 
work; it merits your every confi- 
dence. Our efforts are directed not 
only to the evangelizing of the 
2,000,000 Jews of New York, but 
of the 4,000,000 Jews of America; 
and through our Yiddish publications 
we are reaching many thousands of 
Jews throughout Europe and Pales- 
tine. Branches are now maintained 
here in Brooklyn, in Philadelphia, 
in Pittsburgh, in Atlantic City. In 
Europe we are working in Soviet 
Russia and the Lord keeps enlarg- 
ing our borders, opening new doors. 
Your help is always needed and ap- 
preciated. The Chosen People, loved 
by many Bible students for its help- 
ful information on prophecy ana the 
Jews, issenttoallcontributors. May 
we hear from you? 





American Board of Missions 
To The Jews, Inc. 
27 THROOP AVENUE, BROOKLYN, N.Y. 
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Lt your ehildren make companions of 
world’s most beautiful pictures. Cul- 
ture, happiness and beauty will be added 
to their lives, 











Use them In the Sunday School 
Send 15 cents for Catalogue of ‘1600 illustrations 


She Per Pictures 511367 maiden, mass 
for your society or yourself. Take 
orders from members and friends 


for visiting cards.’ Free samples, 


RATTAY PRINTERY, Inglewood, Calif. 
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AM profoundly impressed by 
this book and am unrestrainedly enthu- 
siastic about it, It is one of the remark- 
able contributions to the popular and at 
the same time thoroughly cultured and 
rational study of the Bible in our gen- 
eration.”’ 


Dr. CHARLES G. TRUMBULL 
Editor of The Sunday School Times 


—EXPLORING— 
THE BIBLE— 


By FRANK E. GAEBELEIN 


This book by the Headmaster of the Stony 
Brook School affords a background and 
framework of guiding sidlacialon that will 
prove an invaluable aid both to the gene- 
ral reader and to the careful student of 
Scripture. Mr. Gaebelein’s treatment of 
his vital subject is marked by sanity and 
restraint; the style is positive but not dog- 
matic. The book ought to satisfy those 
who demand brains and fearless thinking 
and scholarly familiarity with all that the 
most ‘‘modern™ mind can offer; and 
those who demand reverent Christian faith, 
full familiarity with the deepest meanings 
of the Scriptures, and an —— ac- 




















ceptance of the Bible as the Word of 
$1.50 
HARPER & BROTHERS 
Publishers 
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The 


IDEAL CRUISE 
The Holy Land 


and 
Mediterranean 


ROP the curtain oe 
onWesternlearn- am 
ing. Cast yourworries' fj 


MPU 


aside and join THE mm 
IDEAL CRUISE to ™ 
Northern Africa, = 
Southern Europe, and —_ 
the Holy Land. - 


Let the spell ofthe Orient, @@ 
the belled beauty of mina- 

rets ana mosques seep into ~ 
your soul. —= 


Walk the same paths our & 
Saviour did two thousand 
yeafs ago. This isthe e 
est inspiration possible. 


Learn more about this op- am 
po ity, write today! 
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When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


62 DAYS $625 mm 
SEND THE COUPON ™ 
“Berane Tours a 
1328 Broadway, New York City 
Gentlemen: SAS 
Please send me your descriptive gay 
booklet onThe IDEAL CRUISE, oon 
No obligation, of course. 
= 
Name. Pl 
7 
Address, ee 


For Family Worship } 


By Howard A. Banks,. Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 28 to November 3 


Mon.—Mark 12: 1-12. The Abuse of Privilege. 


Israel abused its privilege of fruit-bear- 
ing by stoning the prophets and crucify- 
ing the Son. Vengeance came at the 
destruction of Jerusalem A. D. 70. Israel 
failed in its fourfold commission (Deut. 
6:4; 33: 26-29; 4:5-8; Isa. 11:1, 2). 
But God has given the Church only one 
commission (Matt. 28: 19, 20). How are 
vou and I appreciating our privilege as 
members of Christ’s mystic body? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Miss 
Sadie Lea Weidner and her co-workers 
of the Mino Mission, Ogaki, Gifu Ken, 
Japan; especially that God will supply 
the need for translating into Japanese Mr. 
James -H. McConkey’s last book, “The 
Way of Victory,” since both missionaries 
and Japanese are saying there ts a great 
need for this message. 


Tues.—Mark 12 : 13-17. 
Our Debt to God and Country. 
Cesar’s image was stamped on the 
coin. God’s image is stamped on us 
(Gen. 1:26, 27). Sin has blurred but 
not obfiterated it. God created us as 
objects of his love and fellowship (John 
4:23). Presenting our bodies to him is 
merely our “reasonable service” (Rom. 
12:1). We must pay our taxes and ren- 
der our debt to our country, but this must 
never coniict with our debi to God. 


PrayeR SuGcestions: Pray for three 
Special needs of the Moravian Missions 
(7 New Court, Lincoln’s Inn, London, 
W. C. 2, England):-for the nine stations 
among.one hundred thousand non-Chris- 
tians in British Guiana; for evangelizing 
sixty-five thousand heathen in Tangan- 
yika territory, East Central Africa; and 
for the reparation of the havoc wrought 
by the West Indies hurricane, the need 
for which has not yet been fully met. 
For these needs about $11,500 ts required. 


Wed.—Romans 13 : 1-10. 
Civil and Social Obligations. 
Paul wrote this when the unspeakable 
Nero was the higher power., Even the 
Dictator Mussolini has given more lib- 
erty to Protestants in Italy than has ever 
been enjoyed there before. When human 
government itself, the ordained crime- 
deterring agency, becomes wholly God-de- 
fiant, as is the tendency in some coun- 
tries in these last days, we may be sure 
the King of kings himself will end that 
situation by soon returning to set up his 
Own reign on earth. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Pocket Testament League in Great Brit- 
ain’ (12 Paternoster Bldgs., London, E. 
C. 4, England); for Miss E. Wakefield 
MacGill, the International Secretary; for 
the. Pocket Testament League Record; 
for the Pocket Testament League in 
America. 

Thurs.—i Peter 2 : 13-25. 
Duties and Privileges of Subjects. 

“It is the duty of all Christians: (1) 
To hold all men in high esteem, despising 
and scorning no man, no matter how vile 
or full of error he may be. ‘A man’s a 
man for a’ that.’ (2) To love every 
brother, every believer in Christ. (3) To 
hold God in reverence, and therefore to 
do his whole will (John 15:4). (4) To 
pay that deference to the King (or Presi- 
dent) that is due his _position.”— 
Torrey. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
Zenana Bible and Medical Mission (33 
Surrey Street, Strand, London, W. C. 2, 
England): which has ministered for sev- 
enty-seven years: for its 3,079 in-patients 
and 29,000 out-patients in hospitals; for 
its girls’ schools; its orphan and “famine 
work; its testimonies in the Hindu and 
Mohammedan Zenanas, its village evan- 





gelisfic work. 


Fri—Acts 19 : 30-41, 


The Mob Spirit Suppressed by ney 


Of course, the town clerk’s idolatrous 
lie or any. other lie is not to be imitated 
in quelling a mob, but his appeal to Ro- 
man law (v. 40) was proper, Strong 
men have often subdued the mob spirit 
in this way. North Carolina (and doubt- 
less other States) provides for court im- 
mediately to be held to try crimes that 
ordinarily inflame the mob spirit. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
North East India General Mission (H. 
H. Coleman, Secretary, Pennsylvania 
Bldg., Philadelphia) ; for the many faith- 
ful native evangelists and teachers. Praise 
God for the way he worked as the result 
of the recent visit of Mr. Coleman, Dr. 
Turnley, and Mr. Williams to the field, 
for strengthening and improving the Mis- 
sion. 

Sat.—John 19 : 1-11. 
Powers of Government Derived. 

It is doubtful if it was in the mind of 
Christ to teach divinely derived govern- 
mental power from this passage (v. 11). 
But other passages in this week’s read- 
ings do teach the fact that our Lord was 
here emphasizing the fact that he had 
power to lay down his life, just as he had 
power to take it again. 


(Lesson for November 3) OCTOBER 19, 1929 


Prayer Syccestions: Pray for the 
Church Army (55 Byanston Street, Lon- 
don, W? 1, England), and for its need of 
- new vans, sidty-five of which now tour 
England with evangelistic. messages. 


Sun.—Matthew 5: 13-20. 
Jesus’ Regard for Law. 


This passage has nothing whatever to 
do with our Lord’s regard for men’s laws. 
His statement about rendering Czsar. his 
dues and his miracle in getting the tribute 
money for his taxes out of the fish’s 
mouth, however, do teach the truth of the 
title. The Lord is here referring to the 
law of Moses. There is a helpful foot- 
Hote on this passage in the Scofield Ref- 
erence Bible. 3 } 

Prayer Succestions: Pray far Mr. E. 
Spencer : Johnson of Warlingham, Eng- 
land,-on an -evangelistic trip to Poland 
and Eastern Europe; and for all who are 
taking the Gospel to the Jews there. 











we 


“He preached as if he was dyin’ a’most 


to have ye converted,” said a simple wo- 
man when she was describing Robert 


Murray M’Cheyne—From the Keswick 
Calendar. 





Half a Million People 


have learned music this easy way 














be fens half a million delighted men and 
women all over the world have 
learned music, this quick, easy way. 

Half a million—so00,ooo—what a gi- 
gantic orchestra they would make! Some 
lead in the music of the church, others 
in orchestras, and many thou- 


Play Your Favorite Inctredinent 
Without a Teacher 


Fasy as A-B-C 








Just a little of your spare time each day is 
needed—and you enjoy every minute of it. 
The cost is surprisingly LS chmaging only a 
few cents a day—and the price is the same for 
whatever instrument you choose. 
member, you are studying right in your own 
home—without paying big fees to private 

teachers. 





sands are daily enjoying the 





Don't miss any more good times! 


And res | 


pleasure and‘popularity of be- Ms arn ve pes ote bg Figs your es ge in- 

: nstrumen’ strument and surprise a our 

— oe to play some instru- Pine Vielin friends, Change Rost willows to 

. Organ Clarinet thé center of attraction. Music is the 

Surely this 'is convincing Ukulele Flute best thing to offer at a party — mu- 

proof of the success of the zew ae —— siclams are invited everywhere, En- 

modern method perfected by Piccolo Mandolin s07 "wee Popularity. you Have been 

‘ : G Cell missing. Get your share of the mu- 

the U.S. School of Music! And Hawaiian St 1 Goitar sician’s pleasure and profit! Start 
what these peopleZhave done, Singing now! 

YOU, too, can do! Piano Accordion 


Many of this half million 
didn’t know one note from an- 
other—yet in half the usual 





Harmony and Composition 
Traps 
Automatic Finger Control 





FREE BOOKLET AND DEMON- 
STRATION LESSON 

_ Ifyou are in earnest about want- 

ing to join the crowd of entertainers 


time they learned to play their a aoe bea Pal at oar 
favorite instrument. Best of | Banjo (Plectrum, 5-String favottts Sosem — Baggs 1 ond 
all they found learning music ox Toner) : 








amazingly easy. Nomonoto- 
nous hours of exercisés—no tedious 
scales—no expensive teachers. This 
simplified method made learning music 
as easy as A-B-C! 


From the very start you are playing 
read tunes perfectly by mo¢e. You simply 
can’t go wrong, for every step, from be- 
ginning to end,is right before your eyes 
in print and picture. First you are Zo/d 
how to do a thing, then a picture 
shows you how, then you do it yourself 
and hear it. And almost before vou know it 
you are playing your favorite pieces—church 
music, ballads, classics. No private teacher 
could make it clearer. Little theory—-plenty 
of accomplishment. That's why students of 
the U. S. School of Music get ahead twice as 
Jast—three times as fast as those who study 
old-fashioned, plodding methods. . 


performer whose services will be in 
: demand—fill out and mail the con- 
yenient coupon asking for our Free Booklet 
and Free Demonstration Lesson. The booklet 
will also tell you about the amazing new Aufo~ 
matic Finger Control. These explain our won- 
derful method fully and show you how easily 
and quickly you can learn to play at little ex- 
pense. Instruments are sunplied when needed 
_—cash or credit. U. S. School of Music, 3810 
Brunswick Bldg., New York City. 
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U. S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC .__ 

3810 Brunswick Bldg.. New York City 

Please send me your free book, “* Music Lessons in 

Your Own Home,” with introduction by Dr. Frank 
Crane, Free Demonstration Lesson, and particulars 
of your easy payment plan. I am interested in the 
following course: 


Have You 
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